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Common Sense Solutions: 

Inmate Work Release and Death Investigator Training 

 
(Madison, WI) Representative Michael Schraa (R-Oshkosh) is pleased that two of the bills he authored were 

passed by the Wisconsin State Assembly today.  

Assembly Bill 345 will help prison inmates who are released to transition back into society. This bill allows a 

work-release program prior to release. “As Chair of the Assembly Corrections Committee, I am deeply 

concerned about the high rate of recidivism; finding and keeping a job is a basic step to success after 

incarceration,” said Schraa. Counties which choose to participate may enter into an agreement with the 

Department of Corrections to house inmates who are nearing their release date. These inmates will be able to 

participate in various work-related activities, although the sheriff can end the arrangement at any time. Inmates 

who are able to find and keep a job while still in the county jail will continue in that same job after they are 

released into community supervision.  

“I am also concerned about the lack of training for many death investigators,” said Schraa, “and am pleased to 

help them achieve their goal of a more professional status.” Accurate death investigations are essential to 

provide evidence to convict criminals, protect the innocent, and help in civil litigation. Without any training, it is 

more likely a coroner or medical examiner could miss crucial details that might allow a murder to go unsolved, 

or a drug overdose to be misdiagnosed.  Assembly Bill 366, commonly called the “Coroner Bill,” will provide 

an 11-member board in the Department of Safety and Professional Services to address this need. Currently, 

Wisconsin is one of only four states that does not require any training at all for death investigators. There are 

about 550 coroners, medical examiners, and assistants, but roughly 350 have had no formal training in death 

investigation. The board will provide training, issue licenses, and monitor licensure. Coroners and medical 

examiners have requested this board to improve the professional status of death investigators.   

The 53rd Assembly District includes portions of Dodge, Fond du Lac and Winnebago Counties, including the 

communities of North Fond du Lac, Omro, Oshkosh, and Waupun. 
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