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Safe Skies Clean Water Wisconsin Asks Federal Judge to Halt Construction at 
Truax Field to Prevent Basing of F-35A Fighter Jets 

Madison – On June 14th, Safe Skies Clean Water Wisconsin filed a Motion for Summary 
Judgment in their case against the National Guard Bureau (NGB) over its 2019 Environmental 
Assessment prepared to allow construction projects at Truax Field. These construction projects 
would allow continued F-16 fighter jet pilot training at the base by the 115th Fighter Wing but 
also prepare the base for the proposed beddown of new F-35 fighter jets. Safe Skies asked the 
judge in the District Court of the Western District of Wisconsin to rule the EA was prepared 
illegally and require the National Guard to stop construction at Truax Field. Safe Skies argues 
the NGB must first prepare a supplemental environmental assessment or an environmental 
impact statement to fix the shortcomings of its analysis. 

Safe Skies showed the court that NGB violated the with National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) by failing to: prepare a supplemental environmental assessment or environmental 
impact statement; combine construction project impacts with those of the F-35 Beddown 
Project; consider cumulative impacts; consider environmental justice; look at alternatives; 
consider Climate Change; provide adequate public notice; and comply with NEPA. 

The construction projects approved by the NGB Environmental Assessment prepare Truax Field 
for the proposed F-35 fighter jets which will have extensive impacts on Madison residents. The 
NGB acknowledges that noise from the new jets will render the homes of nearly 3,000 residents 
to be classified as “incompatible for residential use” and those most impacted with be the low-
income and families of color living adjacent to the base including their children. The NGB failed 
to recognize the ongoing contamination of Starkweather Creek, Lake Monona and the Yahara 
Chain of Lakes with PFAS chemicals contained in the fire-fighting foam used  at the base and 
Dane County Airport. 

To support the Motion for Summary Judgement, Safe Skies Attorney Kathleen Henry submitted 
a Brief, Findings of Fact, Declarations by three members of Safe Skies, and Exhibits. Members 
providing declarations describing the impacts of noise and water contamination were Ed 
Blume, Tehmina Isam and Steven Klafka.  

Safe Skies will hold a protest and parade on Saturday, June 26th, starting at 2:00pm from the 
parking lot of Madison College and marching to the gates of Truax Field.  

*** 

Safe Skies Clean Water Wisconsin is a nonprofit coalition of residents and organizations in 
Madison and Dane County, Wisconsin opposed to the proposed beddown of F-35A fighter jets at 
Truax Field. Visit safeskiescleanwaterwi.org for more information. 
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