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A Huge Influx of Cash 
 

(Chippewa Falls)…The budget passed by the Joint Committee on Finance includes $128 million in 

special education and categorical aids, meeting our goal to fund schools at 2/3rds and the maintenance of 

effort requirement to deliver an additional $2.3 billion in federal funds to Wisconsin schools. On April 8, 

2021, the nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau published a paper detailing how this new federal money 

will be allocated. The paper also details the eligible uses for that money.  

 

As that document shows, school districts in the 23rd Senate District will be receiving at least $83,795,782 

in new money. Though since April there have been bonus allocations that will bring these totals even 

higher, at a minimum, school districts will be receiving the following increases: 

 

Abbotsford:  $2,275 per pupil 

Altoona:  $1,326 per pupil 

Bloomer:   $1,374 per pupil 

Boyceville Community: $1,975 per pupil 

Cadott Community: $2,389 per pupil 

Chippewa Falls Area: $1,681 per pupil 

Colby:   $3,230 per pupil 

Cornell:  $4,742 per pupil 

Eau Claire Area: $1,831 per pupil 

Edgar:   $1,913 per pupil 

Elk Mound Area: $1,104 per pupil 

Fall Creek:  $1,131 per pupil 

Granton Area:  $14,756 per pupil 

Greenwood:  $7,273 per pupil 

Lake Holcombe: $4,556 per pupil 

Loyal:   $6,132 per pupil 

Marshfield:  $1,337 per pupil 

Menomonie Area: $1,903 per pupil 

Neillsville:  $2,783 per pupil 

New Auburn:  $3,127 per pupil 

Osseo-Fairchild: $3,231 per pupil 

Owen-Withee:  $5,683 per pupil 

Spencer:  $1,575 per pupil 

Stanley-Boyd Area: $2,615 per pupil 

Stratford:  $1,085 per pupil 

Thorp:   $4,989 per pupil 

 

Large school districts like Milwaukee Public Schools and Madison Metropolitan will be seeing increases 

of at least $11,242 and $2,720 per pupil respectively.  

 

This federal money is to be distributed based on a formula from the federal government, and the State 

Legislature had no control over the base allocations for each school. Any perception of “winners and 

losers” is based on actions of the United States Congress. 

 

“This is a huge influx of cash to school districts and the guaranteed amount of new money has been 

known for months,” said Sen. Kathy Bernier (R-Chippewa Falls). “With this budget the state will be 

funding 2/3rds of local education costs and will be meeting the benchmarks needed to bring this federal 

funding to Wisconsin schools. Schools in my district will be getting unprecedented increases. Those are 

the facts.” 

 

### 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/misc/134_federal_coronavirus_aid_for_school_districts_under_federal_coronavirus_aid_acts_4_8_21.pdf

