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 Trump administration’s replacement to Clean Power Plan 
sends U.S. in the wrong direction on climate change  

 
WASHINGTON -- The Trump administration announced today its rule to replace the 
Clean Power Plan, which was put into place in 2015. The Clean Power Plan was set to 
cut carbon pollution from the electric power sector by 32 percent by 2030. At a time 
when even steeper cuts are necessary to avert the worst impacts of climate change, 
this new replacement plan is expected to slow the power sector’s transition to clean, 
renewable energy and could lead to an increase in emissions from nearly 30 percent of 
coal plants. This could cause as many as 1,400 additional deaths by 2030 due to the 
toxic chemicals from these plants, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. 
Notably, the new rule gives states the authority to regulate rather than setting a federal 
cap on power plant emissions that are contributing to the climate crisis. 
 
Megan Severson of Wisconsin Environment released the following statement: 
 
“On behalf of our members in Wisconsin, we unequivocally oppose President Trump’s 
Dirty Power Plan. It will intensify carbon pollution from the burning of dangerous fossil 
fuels and accelerate the warming of the planet, increasing life-threatening changes to 
our climate. As the Midwest drowns from unrelenting, powerful downpours, and the 
wildfire season kicks into high gear in the West, it is a travesty that the Trump 
administration is reversing course on clean power and a stable climate.  
 

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/david-doniger/trumps-climate-deniers-fiddle-while-world-burns
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-08/documents/utilities_ria_proposed_ace_2018-08.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/midwest-flooding-perfect-storm-of-extreme-weather-climate-change-drove-deadly-flooding-in-nebraska-and-iowa/
https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/federal-officials-warn-the-upcoming-wildfire-season-could-be-even-worse-than-last-year/70008552


“Americans understand what’s at stake as we all value clean air and a healthy 
environment. They expect the Environmental Protection Agency and their elected 
leaders to act in their best interest. As such, there is no way to justify this move. 
 
“Thankfully, governors and state legislatures continue to move forward to transition our 
electric power to renewable sources like the sun and wind. For example, Governor 
Evers has proposed that Wisconsin’s utilities be carbon-free by 2050. And states like 
New Mexico and Washington have pledged 100 percent clean energy by 2045, and 
many more like New York are moving in the same direction. These states are tackling 
the climate challenge head on and taking us into a sustainable and strong future. It’s 
high time for our federal officials to join them.” 
 

### 
 

Wisconsin Environment is dedicated to protecting our water, air and open spaces. We investigate 
problems, craft solutions, educate the public and decision-makers, and help the public make their voices 

heard in local, state and national debates over the quality of our environment and our lives. 
www.wisconsinenvironment.org  

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/tony-evers-proposes-carbon-free-electricity-by/article_47e58324-d301-537f-adf6-61cddf6760cc.html
https://environmentnewmexico.org/news/nme/gov-lujan-grisham-and-new-mexico-embark-path-100-percent-carbon-free-electricity
https://environmentwashington.org/news/wae/washington-joins-ranks-states-committed-100-clean-electricity
https://pv-magazine-usa.com/2019/06/18/bloomberg-hearts-longi-utilities-want-evs-talking-money-in-nyc-pvmb-6-18-19/
http://www.wisconsinenvironment.org/

