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Madeline Island Museum to Host 
Ojibwe Artist Residency 

La Pointe, Wis. – On June 24-25, the Madeline Island Museum, part of the 

Wisconsin Historical Society, will host the special event: Ojibwe Artist 
Residency with Dennis and Cleo White (Lac Courte Oreilles).  Dennis and 

Cleo White will demonstrate traditional yarn finger weaving – braiding 
strands of yarn into intricate patterns - and bead work. 
  

“Guests will be able to view up-close the traditional Ojibwe craft of finger weaving,” said Keldi Merton, 
site director at Madeline Island Museum.  “Finger weaving involves manipulating dozens of strands of 
colorful yarn into designs and patterns.  This craft has a long history in the Americas and Dennis White 
is committed to preserving this piece of Ojibwe culture and art.” 
  
The craft of yarn finger weaving has been practiced in the Americas for three thousand years, and 
Dennis White notes that the Ojibwe have been doing it for at least three centuries.  He is one of the 

few practitioners among the 150,000 Ojibwe who still populate the Great Lakes Region.  Finger 
weaving is both an art form and a cultural imperative. 
  
Last December, Dennis White completed an artist’s residency at the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., where he also studied the materials that are 
used in this skill.  In addition, White is the K-12 administrator of the Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe School 
in Hayward, Wisconsin.  Here, White has made finger weaving part of the fourth-grade curriculum.  

  
Cleo White is a traditional beadwork artist.  She works at the Lac Courte Oreilles College as well as 
being an elder at the Waadookodaading School.  She has also been a volunteer at the WJOB Radio 
Station hosting a woman’s program since 1997.  She will be demonstrating beadwork at this event. 
  
The event will take place on Saturday, June 24 – Sunday, June 25 from 10:00am – 5:00pm at the 

Madeline Island Museum.  All Wisconsin Historical Society members receive free admission to this 
event and the museum.  Tickets for adults (18-64) cost $8; Seniors (over 65) $7; Children: Free.  
  

Madeline Island Museum is open daily May 27 – October 14.  Additional information regarding 
operating hours and special events can be found at madelineislandmuseum.org.  
  
About Madeline Island Museum 

Founded in 1958 the Madeline Island Museum tells the story about Madeline Island and surrounding 
region. Owned and operated by the Wisconsin Historical Society since in 1969, the Madeline Island 
Museum is located in La Pointe, Wisconsin. Open 7 days a week, 10-5:00 p.m. the Museum is located 
½ block from the ferry dock. Visit www.madelineislandmuseumfriends.org for a complete list of 2016 
Programs & Events or call 715-747-2415 for more information. 
  
About Wisconsin Historical Society 

http://www.madelineislandmuseumfriends.org/


The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and most 

diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership 
organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, preserving and sharing 
stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of 

sites, programs and services. For more information, visit wisconsinhistory.org. 
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