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Welcome Home Veterans Initiative Seeks 

to Solve Veteran Homelessness in 

Wisconsin 

Madison – Lieutenant Governor Rebecca Kleefisch, joined by Department of 
Administration (DOA) Secretary Scott Neitzel, and Wisconsin Department of 

Veterans Affairs (WDVA) Secretary John Scocos, announced the Welcome 
Home Veterans Initiative today.  Utilizing $5 million from low-income energy 

assistance crisis funds, DOA is able to assist homeless veterans with security 
deposits, first month's rent, and utility bills. 

"Working with local governments, community partners, and veterans groups, 
we are on a mission to identify every veteran in Wisconsin who is facing the 

harsh reality of homelessness," Lieutenant Governor Kleefisch said.  "Stable 
housing is foundational to success in every other area of life, and our heroes 

deserve the best chance at living the American dream that they've sacrificed 
so much to make possible for us all." 

To make the greatest impact in the smallest amount of time, the DOA 

Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resource (DEHCR), is working 

with the WDVA Division of Veteran Services – the Veterans Outreach and 
Recovery Program (VORP) Program, County Veterans Service Offices 

(CVSO's), and Continuum of Care (CoC) providers to coordinate this 
initiative.  This state and local partnership provides a greater ability to 



identify and reach potential applicants, determine eligibility and coordinate 

with vendors. 

This program takes a housing first approach to place veterans experiencing 
homelessness in permanent housing as quickly as possible.  Once veterans 

are stabilized in permanent housing, partnering organizations are able to 
provide additional services as needed. 

This energy assistance crisis funding is available due to a mild winter 
resulting in lower than average heating costs.  

If you need assistance from the Welcome Home Veterans Initiative, call the 

state's toll free Energy Help hotline at 1-866-HEATWIS (432-8947) or 
contact your local county veterans service officer. 
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