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#CloseMSDF Leadership & Families of Detainees Demand 

Immediate Relief from Extreme Life-threatening Heat 
Inside Milwaukee Secure Detention Facility (MSDF) 

  
MILWAUKEE – The #CloseMSDF campaign, a coalition of local, state & national 
organizations calling for the closure of Milwaukee Secure Detention Facility (MSDF), is 
asking the public to take immediate action to assist the people detained at MSDF in 
getting relief from the temperatures in that facility. Due to overcrowding and lack of 
ventilation, temperatures can hover around 80 degrees most of the year. Due to 
extreme temperatures outside the last two days, people caged in MSDF have been 
forced to endure temperatures well over 100 degrees. 
  
#CloseMSDF denounces the existence of and conditions at MSDF - a jail characterized 
by poor ventilation, extreme heat, no outdoor recreation, no windows, 22 hours of 
lockdown a day, and no in-person visits. We ask the public to contact your State Elected 
Officials, including Governor Scott Walker, and demand that conditions be addressed 
before we have another death at MSDF due to the inhumane conditions there. 
  
#CloseMSDF Leadership released the following statement:  
 
"Beginning Saturday night, #CLOSEmsdf organizers have received numerous phone 
calls from family members and friends of people currently detained at MSDF, reiterating 
concerns from within that the facility is overcrowded, with 3 people per each 11x13-foot 
cell. "Boats" are being added to cells to make more room. In addition, detainees are 
reporting heat exhaustion due to the extreme temperatures and are being disregarded 
by staff, as they are told to 'fill out a blue slip and drink more water'. It was reported to 
several #CLOSEmsdf organizers on Sunday from the families of several people held at 
MSDF that warm air was blowing out of the vents there. 
  
Since its construction in 2001, 17 people have died at MSDF. Severe heat has played a 
role in several of those deaths, including the death of one of EXPO's organizers, James 
Wilborn, who died in the summer of 2015 due to the heat and his inability to get the 
proper medications for existing medical conditions. Mr. Wilborn was at MSDF for a 
crimeless rule violation." 
  
"It should not take people dying to get humane treatment for our citizens. It is 
#CLOSEmsdf's position that this facility should be shut down and that individuals 
needing treatment or programming to help enable or empower their success while on 
probation or parole should be allowed to do so in the least restrictive setting – namely, 



in their community where their support system is the strongest and they have the 
greatest chance for success, and not in a facility that mimics continual solitary 
confinement."  
  
"We demand that Wisconsin's elected leaders, including the Governor, address 
temperature conditions and provide relief immediately – before there is another death at 
MSDF due to inhumane conditions and life-threatening heat-exposure – and begin 
implementing a plan to shut down this Torture Chamber once-and-for-all." 
 
For more information on the #CloseMSDF Campaign please visit closemsdf.org 
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