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RIVERWAY BOARD APPROVES DNR’S MAZO BEACH PLAN 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) met on June 14th to conduct a 

regular monthly business meeting.  The board heard a presentation from Matt Seguin, Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) Riverway Property Manager, regarding the proposed redevelopment of the area 

commonly known as the Mazomanie or “Mazo” Beach.  The area along Conservation Drive off of CTH Y 

between Mazomanie and Sauk City has been closed to the public in recent years. As part of the DNR 

Riverway Master Plan, the site is slated to be re-opened as a day use area.  Seguin explained picnic areas, 

including a new shelter, new and expanded canoe/kayak launch sites and a new hiking trail are aspects of 

the redevelopment plan.  Parking will be expanded with several handicapped parking spots and vault toilets 

will be constructed.  The board reviewed diagrams of the new road and new river access points as well as 

the expanded parking configuration.  Approvals were given for two permits; a structure permit for the 

shelter and toilets and a public access site for the new canoe launch and modifications to the existing access 

at the end of Conservation Drive.  Work is expected to begin the in fall of 2018. 

 The board also approved a utility permit for American Transmission Company’s rebuild of the 

Boscobel to Lone Rock 69kv line, which includes a river crossing west of Gotham.  The new line will 

follow STH 133 and the railroad corridor from Boscobel to a point west of Avoca where it will turn north 

and cross the river into Richland County near Bogus Bluff.  The new poles will be slightly higher than the 

existing wooden structures and will be made of steel that will naturally weather to a brown color.  Birds 

diverters will be added to the shield wire and temporary access roads on the bluff will be restored upon        
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completion of the project.  The company also will work with the board to establish low-growing woody 

vegetation under the line from the Iowa County shoreline and across the island before turning east along 

STH 60 in the uplands.  Helicopters will be used to place poles in environmentally sensitive places.  The 

board had requested burial of the line but the Public Service Commission denied the request due to the high 

cost.  The project is expected to be completed in the fall or winter of 2019-2020. 

 In other action, the board extended a permit previously issued to The Nature Conservancy for 

prairie restoration efforts at the Spring Green Preserve.  Mark Cupp, Riverway Board Executive Director, 

noted the STH 130 bridge at Lone Rock will be closed from July 9th to late August.  He said STH 60 

between Spring Green and Fox Road in Sauk County will see improvements in 2020.  The segment is not 

visible from the Wisconsin River.  The board cancelled meetings slated for July 12, 2018, and February 14, 

2019, in conjunction with an austerity plan for the next fiscal year.  The move is necessary due to a shortfall 

in funding for the current biennium.   

 Election of officers occurred with Fred Madison of Columbia County continuing as Chair and Jerry 

Dorscheid of Arena retaining the role of Vice-Chair.  Gigi LaBudde of Spring Green was elected Secretary, 

the third officer position, and will replace Bob Cary of Blue River who chose not to seek re-appointment as 

Grant County representative. 

 Following the public comment session, the board adjourned until August 9th when the meeting will 

be held at the Crawford County Administration Building in Prairie du Chien. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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