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Lt. Governor, Mayor, and County Complete Count Committee Caravan for the Census 

Event highlights the importance of the Census in traditionally undercounted communities  
 

City of Racine – Earlier today Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes, Mayor Cory Mason, and several City of Racine Alders joined 

with the Racine County Complete Count Committee and community partners 9to5 – the National Association of Working 

Women, and the Racine Family YMCA’s Focus on Fathers Initiative to participate in the Caring Census Caravan event, 

which was held to remind residents of the importance of filling out the 2020 Census in a neighborhood that has 

traditionally been undercounted in the City. 

The event kicked off at the George Bray Neighborhood YMCA branch at 2:30 p.m., where remarks from the Lt. Governor, 

Mayor, City Alderpersons, and members of the partner organizations all focused on why it is important to fill out the 

2020 Census. The caravan, which consisted of six cars and caravan walkers, weaved through the surrounding 

neighborhood engaging with and educating community members on how and why they should fill out the Census. 

“On this Juneteenth Day, we celebrate hard-fought freedoms and reflect on all the cries for justice we are continuing to 

hear.  Those cries include calls for more affordable housing, access to healthcare, and support for the social services our 

community relies on every day. Today we should also remind ourselves that the Census in large part determines the 

amount of funding we receive as a community to help address those needs, and that is why it is imperative that every 

resident in our community gets counted. Taking the Census is quick, safe, and it brings needed resources to the City,” 

said Mayor Cory Mason. 

“This Juneteenth, as we find ourselves in the middle of a movement to address the racial injustice that has continued for 

the last 400 years, let’s ensure Black communities are never undervalued and undercounted again. Full participation in 

the Census is one part of how we work to build a more healthy, equitable, and just Wisconsin,” said Lt. Governor 

Mandela Barnes. 

At this moment, the City of Racine's total 2020 Census response rate is at 63%, while the County's overall response rate 

is at 72.5%. The response rate for the Census tract that the Caring Census Caravan drove today is at only 53% and 

finished the 2010 Census at just 61%. 

“I am a single mother of four. I know firsthand how important federal funding is to support recreation centers, libraries, 

housing, and public health initiatives - things that many Racine families like mine depend on. The amount of funding is 

directly related to our Census outcomes and is essential for working families in our communities to thrive. Let’s get 

counted,” said City of Racine resident and 9to5 Action Leader, Stacy Baugh.  



 

   
 

 

   
 

Federal funding allocations and political representation for the next 10 years depends on accurate Census data. Each 

resident counted leads to approximately $1,600 in federal funding for our community. Almost all local programs and 

services such as schools, free and reduced lunches, hospitals, healthcare, parks, roads and economic support programs 

receive money through federal spending programs guided by Census data.  

"With your help, Racine will receive federal dollars for the next 10 years to help finance upgrades for public safety and 

emergency services, aid with social and economic infrastructure in revitalizing our neighborhoods, provide food for our 

school lunch programs, support for our seniors, and more," said Alderwoman Mollie Jones.  

Information provided to the Census is protected by law and cannot be shared with other agencies. There is also no 

citizenship question in the Census. Residents can respond right now online https://2020census.gov/ or over the phone: 

844-330-2020.  

Photos from today's event can be found by CLICKING HERE 

About the City of Racine  

With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan.   
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