
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:        

June 18, 2020                    

                                

Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett and County Executive David Crowley ask 

Wisconsin National Guard to Pause COVID-19 Testing on Juneteenth 
National Guard to also be paused for observance of Independence Day July 2-5 

 

MILWAUKEE— Mayor Tom Barrett and Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley have 

asked the Wisconsin National Guard to pause COVID-19 diagnostic testing in Milwaukee on 

Friday, June 19, in observance of the Juneteenth holiday.  

 

National Guard testing would be paused on Juneteenth at the UMOS site, 2701 S. Chase Ave. and 

Custer Stadium, 4300 W. Fairmount Ave. Testing will resume on Saturday, June 20. National 

Guard testing will also be paused at these sites in observance of Independence Day, July 2-5.  

 

Other testing locations will still be available on June 19. Anyone who is not feeling well should 

call their doctor, or 2-1-1 if they don’t have a doctor, to find a convenient location where they can 

speak with a nurse about their symptoms. These sites offer follow up and continued care. All are 

welcome— there are no insurance, income or immigration restrictions for getting a COVID-19 

diagnostic test. 

 

Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the end of slavery in the United 

States. On June 19, 1865, two-and-a-half years after President Lincoln issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation, Union soldiers arrived in Texas to read and enforce the proclamation that ended the 

enslavement of Black people by white people. Starting in 1866, Juneteenth has been celebrated as 

the end of slavery in our nation. 

 

Given Milwaukee County and City’s declaration of racism as a public health crisis, the institutions 

are committed to recognizing Juneteenth as important day in American history.  

 

Earlier this week, Milwaukee County declared Juneteenth a floating holiday for employees. The 

City of Milwaukee established Juneteenth Day as an optional city holiday through file #131794, 

signed by Mayor Barrett on June 14, 2014. 

 

Commission Kowalik encouraged those who plan on celebrating to remember that when gathering 

with others outside of the household, please maintain six feet of distance, meet outside, refrain 

from handshakes and hugs, wear a mask or cloth covering over your nose and mouth and use hand 

sanitizer with 60% alcohol content or greater. 

 

 

(MORE) 

 



 

“My family and I always look forward to Juneteenth Day to honor our ancestors and celebrate our 

freedoms. This year will be a bit different for us due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I want to 

encourage everyone to celebrate but exercise caution in doing so to keep our community safe from 

this virus that has taken the lives of many of our loved ones and caused widespread illness in our 

community,” said Dr. Jeanette Kowalik, Commissioner of Health.  

 

The best way to reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19 is to adhere to the guidance of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: 

 

 Gathering or congregating with people outside of your household increases your risk of 

exposure to COVID-19 infection. 

 

 The more people an individual interacts with at a gathering and the longer that interaction 

lasts, the higher the potential risk of becoming infected with COVID-19 and the virus 

spreading. 

 

 The higher the level of community transmission in the area that the gathering is being held, 

the higher the risk of COVID-19 spreading during a gathering. 
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