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Re: WAAN Supports Absentee Ballot Application Mailing 

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network (WAAN) strongly supports the 

Wisconsin Election Commission plan to send absentee ballot applications to 

every registered voter without an absentee ballot request on file. 

Absentee voting is a very important option for older voters and voters with 

disabilities for many reasons.  Health conditions and disabilities create 

challenges for some voters, making it difficult for them to vote in person. Among 

the most significant challenges people face are trouble walking and standing.  

Additionally, some voters who are older and/or have disabilities are non-drivers. 

Limited and/or lack of transportation makes it difficult for people to get to the 

polls, as well as creates challenges for those needing to get photo IDs, go to their 

clerks’ offices, make copies of photo IDs,  and visit public places – libraries, etc. 

where computers/internet access is available.  

The Wisconsin Election Commission plan to send information about absentee 

voting - including an absentee ballot application, before each election to every 

registered voter without an absentee ballot request on file, addresses some of 

the barriers faced by older adults and people with disabilities.   

 

The COVID-19 pandemic made access to absentee voting a public health issue 

for many voters with disabilities and older adults, so this mailing is especially 

important.  Many people with disabilities and older adults do not have computer 

or internet access so receiving an absentee ballot application in the mail is 

critically important.   

We acknowledge the additional work this mailing will create for the municipal 

clerks in our state; however, we believe reducing confusion and errors related to 

the absentee voting process and ensuring the accessibility of our elections for 

people with disabilities and older adults is worth the additional effort and 

believe many clerks will agree. Clerks must receive whatever supports are 

needed to make this effort successful. The health and safety of many voters 

makes it essential that the absentee ballot application mailing move forward.   
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