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NEWS

 MADISON—Total property taxes reversed a 2.3% decline in 2014-15, rising by that same percentage 

this year, according to final levy figures recently released by the state.  After accounting for an increased school 

levy credit from the state, net levies rose 1.4%, matching their 2013-14 change.  These figures are from the latest 

report from the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance (WISTAX), “Final property tax numbers for 2016.”

 Among major users of the tax, levies rose 2.0% for schools and counties, 2.2% for municipalities, and 

2.4% for technical colleges and the state.  Levies in special districts, mostly tax incremental finance districts, 

climbed 6.2%.  

 Due to a combination of tightened state limits on local levies, a $400 million state “buy-down” of techni-

cal college levies last year, and a $106 million increase in the school levy credit this year, total net levies have 

increased an average of just 0.3% per year over the past five years.  During 2001-11, they rose an average of 4.6% 

annually, WISTAX said. 

 As always, tax increases were not uniform across the state.  Among the state’s 20 most populous cities 

and villages, gross levy changes ranged from an increase of 4.9% in Madison to declines in Milwaukee (0.2%), 

Oshkosh (-0.9%), and Sheboygan (-2.5%).  Levies only for municipal purposes showed similar variation.  They 

climbed 4.6% in Fond du Lac and 3.4% in Madison.  Four large cities limited growth to less than 0.5%:  Green 

Bay, Milwaukee, Sheboygan, and West Allis.

 A complete list of municipal and total levy changes is available on the WISTAX website (wistax.org/

facts).  Now celebrating its 85th year, WISTAX is a nonpartisan research organization dedicated to citizen educa-

tion.

 The WISTAX report, “Final property tax numbers for 2016,” is available by visiting www.wistax.org; 

emailing wistax@wistax.org; calling 608.241.9789; or writing WISTAX at 401 North Lawn Ave., Madison, WI 

53704-5033. o

Final Property Tax Figures for 2015-16 Show 2.3% Rise
Gross Levies Totaled $10.62 Billion, Up From $10.38 Billion
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