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REP. POPE RESPONSE TO SPEAKER’S TASK FORCE ON URBAN EDUCATION REPORT 
 

 
MADISON – Today, the Chair of the Speaker’s Task Force on Urban Education released the 
Final Report to the public. The Task Force held public hearings in Wisconsin’s largest urban 
school districts from September 2015 to March 2016. The report contained 
recommendations to the Legislature based on public and professional testimony during the 
Task Force’s hearings across the state. Representative Sondy Pope (D-Mount Horeb), Vice 
Chair of the Speaker’s Task Force on Urban Education, released the following statement 
regarding the report: 
 
“I am disappointed that this report contains so little content or guidance for meaningful 
policy to address the specific issues pertaining to our largest urban school districts. Despite 
repeated requests to view the report before its release, as Vice-Chair of this Task Force, I was 
not even allowed the professional courtesy of seeing the report before today’s press 
conferences. 
 
“I am further disappointed in the lack of direction from the Task Force. Though we had an 
excellent opportunity to listen to ideas from our urban administrators and educators that 
could have resulted in meaningful actions to improve student outcomes, this Task Force 
failed. 
 
“We heard hours of presentations and suggestions on substantive actions the legislature 
could take that would address real concerns in our urban schools. The report presented 
today doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface of the issues facing our urban schools. We 
heard about the significant impacts of poverty, of inadequate resources, of barriers to 
attracting new teachers into our urban schools, of the dire need to address mental health 
issues, and more – yet no substantive direction is provided in this final report.  
 
“Without providing meaningful recommendations – recommendations based on the 
testimony we heard – this Task Force was a clear waste of time and taxpayer resources. We 
wasted taxpayer money traveling across the state and we wasted the time of our 
administrators and school officials who generously showed us around their schools, 
testifying in favor of change, and hoping that the legislature would respond with meaningful 
changes in policy or availability of resources. 
 



 

 

“It is most disappointing to me that this Task Force is only able to produce a few bullet points 
of items to ‘consider’, ‘evaluate’, ‘re-evaluate’, ‘encourage’, ‘clarify’, ‘explore’, ‘investigate’, 
or ‘review.’ Our schools and our students deserve better. 
 
“My Democratic colleagues and I were hopeful this Task Force would be more than just 
another campaign season political ploy to give the false impression that Republican 
members care about public education. However, this report demonstrates that Republican 
leaders of this Task Force had no intention of implementing meaningful reforms for our 
schools. Therefore, in the near future we will be releasing a separate report of 
recommendations, based on testimony and research data that may actually begin to address 
the many challenges faced by urban students and their districts.” 
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