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June 14, 2017 

To:   Senator Tammy Baldwin, Senator Ron Johnson, and Governor Scott Walker 

From:  “Save IRIS” 

Subject: “Save IRIS” asks you to please Save Medicaid 

We started this grassroots movement 2 ½ years ago with one very specific and obvious goal in mind to Save 

the IRIS program from elimination in the state budget. Our state legislators listened and IRIS continues to 

provide critical self-directed supports to over 13,000 participants across Wisconsin. IRIS is under threat of 

elimination again, but this time at the federal level from the American Health Care Act (AHCA) with its plan to 

move Medicaid into a block grant or per capita cap system and decrease funding by $834 billion over the next 

ten years and from the president’s proposed budget which would decimate it further by another $610 billion.  

These huge cuts have potentially devastating consequences for IRIS participants, their families, support 

providers and communities. 

Today we respectfully request Senator Baldwin and Senator Johnson work with their colleagues to remove 

Medicaid from the AHCA bill. We ask Governor Walker, state legislators, and the rest of our congressional 

delegation to implore them to Save Medicaid. Home and community-based supports should be mandated, not 

optional; they are preferable to institutions, cost-effective, and provide critical supports to our most 

vulnerable people. 

We request this not just for ourselves but also for: 

 Babies and toddlers who need therapies through early intervention (Birth to Three) services. 

 Children who have illnesses and/or disabilities and need expensive medications, treatment, and 

surgeries that few parents could ever afford, so they access help through the Katie Beckett Program. 

 Children with autism who need intensive treatment that would bankrupt their parents, so access 

support through Medicaid card services. 

 Students from age 3-21 who need therapies, nursing services, medical equipment, and/or 

psychological supports at school so that their minds and bodies are ready to learn and for the schools 

that serve them and receive Medicaid reimbursement for these school-based services they provide. 
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 Adults with barriers, impairments, or disabilities that effect their ability to find jobs that offer health 

insurance so currently are insured by Badger Care or purchase additional care from Medicaid Purchase 

Plan (MAPP).  

 Elderly people who have outlived their savings but have costly medications and need support to stay 

in their homes and access their long-term care through IRIS or Family Care. 

 Our most frail elders in assisted living centers or nursing homes who spent all of their resources but 

need skilled care during their final months or years of life and get that care through Medicaid.  

 The teachers, therapists, nurses, doctors, medical equipment providers, transportation service 

providers, direct care staff, psychologists, pharmacists, care managers, administrative services staff, & 

school paraprofessionals who provide care and support. For every service provided, there is at least 

one job connected to it.  

 Wisconsinites who are supported by the Medicaid safety net that is interwoven into the fabric of all of 

our lives. 

Medicaid is an investment that we all benefit from whether we are Medicaid participants or not. A person’s 

life can dramatically change in an instant. Medicaid is the funding of last resort, a response to the question, 

“What am I going to do?” when one has exhausted all other options.   

Stakeholders have a lot of ideas that could make Medicaid more sustainable and efficient and there are 

programs and systems in place in Wisconsin that could be a national model. We fear that in the rush to repeal 

and replace Obamacare that you are not addressing the real problems (cost-drivers in health care) and that 

you will create new problems that will impact the lives of every American. We worry that the Senate will not 

even hold hearings or offer opportunities for amendments.   

We are tired of hearing about “political consequences” for legislators depending on how they proceed, when 

for us- your constituents, there are life and death consequences for many and quality of life consequences for 

us all. We implore you to ask yourself the really hard question in the mirror, “What is more important; a tax 

cut for the wealthy few or the health and safety of your constituents?”  
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