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FOXCONN AND UW-MILWAUKEE CREATE NEW INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING CO-OP 
PROGRAM 

Educational partnership to give Wisconsin students internship experience in Taiwan 

MILWAUKEE - Foxconn Technology Group, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Chung 
Yuan Christian University signed an agreement Thursday to create an international co-op program in 
which UWM engineering students will study at the university in Taiwan and work at a Foxconn facility 
there before returning to UWM to complete their degrees. 

The co-op program will introduce engineering students to liquid crystal display fabrication technology 
and processes. LCD panels are used in a variety of high-tech consumer electronics products, such 
as smartphones. The co-op program eventually could be expanded to other colleges and universities 
in Wisconsin and the Midwest. 

“We are delighted to host Foxconn’s first international co-op program in Wisconsin and be a model 
for other universities in the state,” UWM Chancellor Dr. Mark Mone said. “Many of us in higher 
education have talked for years about the need to collaborate more closely with each other and with 
our business partners, and Foxconn has encouraged us to accelerate that work to benefit our 
students and our state. Companies throughout Wisconsin need the well-trained engineers that 
programs like this will provide.” 

Recruitment for the new co-op program will begin this fall. UWM will send five students from its 
College of Engineering & Applied Science to Taiwan in February 2019. The students will spend time 
in the new Foxconn facility in Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin, before going overseas. After arriving in 
Taiwan, they will take classes in culture and language at Chung Yuan Christian University (CYCU), 
work on practically oriented applied research projects in preparation for their upcoming co-op with 
Foxconn and meet with Foxconn employees. They will continue work on their projects at one of the 
Foxconn facilities in Taiwan through June 2019. 

“This program will give students in Wisconsin a valuable hands-on international working experience 
and apply their learning in a real-world, global environment,” said Dr. Louis Woo, special assistant to 
Foxconn Founder and CEO Terry Gou. “We are committed to supporting Wisconsin in expanding the 
existing strong talent pool and nurturing knowledge workers in the state. This will not only make 
Wisconsin more attractive to other companies but also contribute to its transformation as a global 
technology hub. The University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee is an ideal Foxconn partner for this 
program because of its strong engineering program, diverse student body and experience with 
international educational partnerships.” 

UWM attracts students from around Wisconsin and, as the state’s second-largest university, is a 
major provider of skilled workers. Eighty percent of UWM graduates live and work in Wisconsin. 

Work experience is a key feature of the school’s engineering program, with 89 percent of its students 
completing at least one internship or co-op before graduation. 



“The UWM College of Engineering & Applied Science is proud to provide this unique opportunity to 
our students and to be a key player in supplying the talent needed to meet Foxconn’s sophisticated 
requirements,” said Dr. Brett Peters, the college’s dean. “Advanced manufacturing is an area of 
expertise for our college. This program builds on a strong tradition of partnership between our 
college and industry in support of Wisconsin’s economic growth and development.” 

The new international co-op program with Foxconn will be the second international internship/co-op 
program at the UWM College of Engineering & Applied Science. Rockwell Automation established 
an internship program with the college in 2016 in which engineering students work at its facility in 
Shanghai, China, in partnership with Shanghai Jiao Tong University. 

UWM also has an existing study abroad program for engineering students with CYCU in Taiwan. 
Thirty-one students have participated in the UWM-CYCU study abroad program since it started in 
2009. A key feature of the program is that students from UWM and other universities in the United 
States collaborate with those from CYCU and Southeast University in China on engineering projects 
including some sponsored by Taiwanese industrial companies. 

NOTE TO MEDIA: Dean Brett Peters will be available to answer questions about this initiative 
from 2:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Thursday, June 14, at UWM’s Kenwood Interdisciplinary Research 
Complex, 3135 N. Maryland Ave., Milwaukee. Contact Lisa McGovern in advance for a parking 
pass. 

About Foxconn Technology Group 
Established in 1974, Foxconn Technology Group (“Foxconn”), is the global leader in manufacturing 
services for the computer, communication, and consumer electronics (3C) industry. A multinational 
company headquartered in Taiwan, Foxconn offers many of the leading U.S. and international 
companies in electronics a one-stop integrated manufacturing solution. Foxconn generated total 
annual revenue of $158 billion in 2017 and was ranked No. 27 on the 2017 Fortune magazine Global 
500. The company has facilities in Asia, Europe and the Americas. 

Foxconn is leveraging the potential of cloud computing, mobile devices, the internet of things, big 
data, artificial intelligence, networks, and robotics and automation, in its transformation as a leading 
high-tech enterprise and industrial internet company. The company has research centers and testing 
laboratories internationally and has received more than 83,500 patents worldwide. In addition to 
maximizing value creation for customers, Foxconn is also dedicated to enhancing the concept of 
environmental sustainability in the manufacturing process and serving as a best-practices model for 
global enterprises. 

About UWM 
Recognized as one of the nation’s 115 top research universities, UW-Milwaukee provides a world-
class education to 25,000 students from 91 countries on a budget of $653 million. Its 14 schools and 
colleges include Wisconsin’s only schools of architecture, freshwater sciences and public health, and 
it is a leading educator of nurses and teachers. UW-Milwaukee partners with leading companies to 
conduct joint research, offer student internships and serve as an economic engine for southeastern 
Wisconsin. The Princeton Review named UW-Milwaukee a 2018 “Best Midwestern” university based 
on overall academic excellence and student reviews, and the Sierra Club has recognized it as 
Wisconsin’s leading sustainable university. 

About CYCU 
Chung Yuan Christian University (CYCU) is one of the most prestigious private universities in 
Taiwan and has been ranked among the top 15 of all universities in Taiwan. For the past five years, 

https://platformcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-nenld-ekyydokh-r/


CYCU has received from the Ministry of Education, Taiwan, the highest funding among private 
universities. Since its establishment as a science and engineering college in 1955, with the current 
student body of over 16,000 students, CYCU has enrolled students in a wide range of disciplines in 
science, engineering, business, design, electrical engineering and computer science, humanities 
and education, and law. The campus is located in the northern part of Taiwan, with the convenience 
of urban transportation, shops, restaurants and night markets. With a vision for the future, “Caring,” 
“Integration,” “Innovation,” ”High-Tech,” and “Internationalization” are the competitive advantages of 
the university to continue building a global campus and offering the most valuable programs for 
domestic and international students who would like to broaden their horizons and immerse 
themselves in Asian culture. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: media@foxconn.com; UWM College of Engineering & 
Applied Science Interim Marketing Director Lisa McGovern, (414) 229-1107, mcgoverl@uwm.edu 
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