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The Assembly budget proposal cuts K-12 school funding below inflationary growth in school 

operating costs and below the amount promised by Governor Walker. 

The Governor proposed investments in per-pupil aid of $200 and $204 in years 1 and 2 of the 

budget.  The Assembly proposes a cut of $50 per pupil in year 1.  The resulting state aid does not 

provide the inflationary increase needed to sustain school operations at their current level.  In the 

Fox Cities, funding has not kept pace with inflation for 10 years.  The cumulative shortfall from 

2007-2016 totals $310 per student. 

After witnessing massive support for public education funding at six Joint Finance Committee 

hearings, citizens are sharing their frustration with what they say is a “failure to listen to the 

people.” 

Marcia Engen, Fox Cities Advocates for Public Education: “I can’t believe we’re having this 

conversation at the final hour of budget negotiations.  Restore funding to public schools was the 

number one thing legislators heard at the six public hearings on the budget.” 

Jenni Hofschulte, Parents for Public Schools in Milwaukee: “It is reprehensible to ignore the 

pleas for resources from superintendents, school boards, parents, teachers and students from 

across our state.” 

Sandy Whisler, Citizen Advocates for Public Education in Lake Mills: “I just don’t get it.  What 

part of ‘restore education funding’ didn’t the Assembly representatives understand? What part of 

‘put kids first’ was unclear to them?  No matter how you spin it, taking $90 million away from 

kids is a major cut.” 

John Ashley, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Association of School Boards:  “We are 

concerned that this plan backs away from the governor’s proposed per-pupil categorical aid 

investments.  The WASB does not support reducing the governor’s proposed increase by $50 per 

pupil in 2017-18.” 

On behalf of the 850,000 children in Wisconsin’s K-12 public schools, Fox Cities Advocates for 

Public Education urges the Assembly to restore per-pupil funding to $200 and $204. 
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Questions may be directed to: 

Jim Bowman, 920-731-3754 

Marcia Engen, 920-739-7887 

Carol Lenz, 920-585-0583 


