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Clean Wisconsin looks at next steps as Biden moves to replace  

Trump-era Water Rule 
Clean Wisconsin among a coalition of environmental groups that sued to stop the rule 

 
MADISON, WI — Yesterday, the Biden Administration announced its intent to repeal a 
controversial Trump Administration rule that rolled back Clean Water Act protections, 
putting an estimated 3.5 million acres of Wisconsin wetlands at risk. Known as the “Dirty 
Water Rule,” the policy dramatically restricted which water ways are safeguarded under 
the Clean Water Act. 
 
Along with other conservation groups, Clean Wisconsin took the Trump Administration 
to federal court in 2020 to challenge the rule as both insufficient to protect Wisconsin’s 
waters and illegal under the federal Clean Water Act.  
 
“This rule withdrew protections for vital streams and wetlands in Wisconsin and across 
the country. It was based on an erroneous interpretation of law and ignored EPA’s own 
scientists, who found it would have disastrous impacts on the nation’s waters.” said Evan 
Feinauer, staff attorney for Clean Wisconsin. “We are pleased the Biden Administration is 
taking action, and we will continue to closely monitor the administration’s next steps to 
ensure the repeal happens as quickly as possible. We’ll also be working once again to 
ensure that any new rule implementing the Clean Water Act will preserve and protect 
our waters.”  
 
Clean Wisconsin joined the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), Connecticut 
River Conservancy, Conservation Law Foundation, Massachusetts Audubon, Merrimack 
River Watershed Council, New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, and Prairie Rivers Network in 
a federal lawsuit to stop the rule.    
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On behalf of its more than 30,000 members, supporters and its coalition partners,  
Clean Wisconsin protects and preserves Wisconsin's clean air, water and natural heritage.	

	


