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Disability Advocates Concerned About Bad Voting Bills

People First Wisconsin opposes the following bills: SB 204, SB 205, SB 206,
SB 209.
“Voting is one of our most important democratic rights. It is wrong to try and limit our rights

as citizens. If these measures are passed, you are purposely excluding our voices. Many
people with disabilities depend on their peers, family members and caregivers to assist them
in accessing and exercising their rights as individuals. Please do not try to silence our voices
and limit our participation. Our motto is “Nothing about us, without us”.  Cindy Bentley,
Executive Director of People First Wisconsin

While amendments have slightly improved some of the bills, disability advocates
still say the process should slow down, include real discussions about the
unintended consequences of these bills and consider solid recommendations for
bills that actually improve the election process for people with disabilities and
older adults and address accessibility barriers.

A significant number of Wisconsin voters have a disability. According to the
American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), approximately 23% of
the electorate in the November election were individuals with some type of
disability, including disabilities acquired through aging.  As policymakers and
election officials consider changes to Wisconsin law, it is important that they
understand the rights of voters with disabilities, including the need to safeguard
the protections in federal and state law. 

About People First Wisconsin



People First Wisconsin is a statewide self-advocacy organization for people with
disabilities.By joining together in groups, individuals with disabilities learn to speak up
for themselves, share ideas, friendships and information. Our mission is to provide
opportunities for people with disabilities in Wisconsin to speak up and be heard about
healthcare, voting, employment, housing and transportation issues.
http://www.peoplefirstwisconsin.org
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