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Statement from Mayor Mason and Common Council President Tate II on the 
Ongoing Investigation into Two Deaths at the Racine County Jail 

 

City of Racine – The following are statements from Racine Mayor Cory Mason and Common Council President John Tate 
II on the ongoing investigations into the deaths of Malcom James and Ronquale Ditello-Scott Jr. at the Racine County Jail 
this past weekend. 
 
Mayor Mason has this to say: 
 

"My sincerest condolences go out to the friends and family of Malcom James and Ronquale Ditello-Scott Jr. Any 
loss of life is tragic, but two tragedies so close together is shocking to the entire community. It is everyone’s hope 
that the investigation being done by the Kenosha County Sheriff’s Department quickly uncovers decisive answers 
as to what happened. I know that transparency and clarity are paramount for those impacted by these losses. As 
our residents organize events or marches to rightfully mourn and ask for answers, I simply urge you to do so 
peacefully. As we wait for more information to be released, my thoughts will continue to be with the friends and 
loved ones of Malcom James and Ronquale Ditello-Scott Jr." 

 
Common Council President Tate II had this to say: 

 
“On behalf of the Common Council, I extend our deepest condolences to the family and loved ones of Malcom 
James and Ronquale Ditello-Scott Jr., who died at the Racine County Jail. Any death while in custody of law 
enforcement is tragic and a cause for concern. Two deaths, in such close proximity to one another, point to a 
systemic failure and call for a serious examination of the policies, practices, and standards of all entities involved. 
It is my hope that the investigations into these deaths are swift and brings clarity to what transpired, and closure 
for the families, loved ones, and community. Additionally, I hope that those who are motivated to demonstrate 
and rally in honor of Mr. James and Mr. Ditello-Scott Jr. do so with intention, order, and non-violence.” 

 

### 
 
About the City of Racine  
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan.    


