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Legal Action of Wisconsin Secures Decisive Victory from Wisconsin Supreme Court 
 
Contact:  Attorney Jeff Myer, jrm@legalaction.org, 414-278-7777, ext. 3051 
 
June 8, 2017 - Legal Action of Wisconsin (LAW), the state’s largest provider of free civil legal aid, 
secured a decisive victory for its clients in a decision issued today by the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  In 
its Teague vs. Schimel decision, the Wisconsin Supreme Court ordered the Wisconsin Department of 
Justice to make significant changes in its reporting of criminal history background checks.    
[https://www.wicourts.gov/sc/opinion/DisplayDocument.pdf?content=pdf&seqNo=191393]   
  

LAW’s clients, including the plaintiff Dennis Teague, had no criminal record whatsoever. 
Nevertheless, a college graduate, Mr. Teague’s employability and livelihood had been damaged for 
years by the Department of Justice’s practices.  LAW’s Director of Advocacy, Jeffrey R. Myer, the lead 
attorney on the case, said, “Today’s decision is a complete vindication for the right to protect one’s 
reputation from defamation by the government. Mr. Teague and the countless others like him in 
Wisconsin will now get their long-awaited justice.”  
 

The Department sells more than a million criminal history reports through its website every year.   
Thursday’s Supreme Court decision came in a case brought by three plaintiffs who are innocent and 
have no criminal records.  However, when a person requests a criminal history using the plaintiffs’ 
names and dates of birth, the Department of Justice produces some others person’s record.  The Court’s 
majority said:  “Requesters are asking whether the subject…has a criminal history. And when the DOJ 
produces a criminal history that belongs to someone other than the subject of the request, its response is 
literally false, and can be understood in no other way than to create the presumption that the subject is a 
criminal, when in fact he is not. Therefore, because the report falsely ascribes criminality to an innocent 
person, the response conveys a defamatory meaning to the intended audience.” 
 

Legal Action attorney Sheila Sullivan, co-counsel on this case, stated, “Our clients each learned 
that the Department was inaccurately, repeatedly, and falsely attributing some other person’s criminal 
history to them. It has taken several years, but now, with this Supreme Court decision, this practice will 
stop and our clients’ reputations and integrity will be restored. “  
 

Thursday’s Supreme Court decision repeatedly criticized the Department of Justice’s 
unwillingness to acknowledge the harm it does to innocent people when it issues the wrong report. The 
Supreme Court’s decision sends the case back to the lower court to order the specific changes necessary.  
“The Court has given Attorney General Schimel the opportunity to correct his predecessor’s mistakes,” 
said Attorney Myer. “We look forward to working with the Department to fix this system and ensure 
that the damage done to our clients in this case never happens to any other Wisconsinites.”  
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