
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 8, 2021 

 

[DELIVERED ELECTRONICALLY] 

 

Representative Sortwell:  

 

I am writing today to request that you issue a public apology immediately to the Central Wisconsin 

Children’s Museum for your recent social media post likening them to the Gestapo. I also ask that you refrain 

from using anti-Semitic rhetoric now and in the future, especially via official channels in your role as a State 

Representative.  

 

The Central Wisconsin Children’s Museum mission is “to engage children and families by providing a space 

where learning and play come together.” They are a positive fixture of our community, providing an early 

learning environment that helps children develop their physical health and motor skills as well as their 

creativity, imagination, language, communication, and social, emotional, mathematical, scientific, logical, 

and problem solving skills. They have worked hard to keep their doors open and accessible throughout the 

pandemic, offering a creative and fun environment for children and families. Furthermore, museum 

leadership strives to create an environment where all of our community members feel safe, and have been 

thoughtful and intentional about the public health guidelines they put in place to best protect their patrons 

and staff. 

 

Your assertion that the rules put in place by the Central Wisconsin Children’s Museum are in any way akin 

to the actions of the Gestapo is egregiously offensive. Not only did your post draw a false and incendiary 

comparison that adds to an unsettling trend of increasing anti-Semitic incidents and rhetoric in our state and 

across the nation, but you also caused harm to the Stevens Point area community. By now you've heard from 

dozens of my constituents, including the mayor who has requested a meeting with you. At a minimum, I 

request that you listen to those who have reached out to you and act with contrition. 

  

I urge you to reflect on your comments and their impact and to apologize publicly for the harm they have 

caused. As an elected official, you have a significant platform, and I implore you to use it responsibly and 

with circumspection in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Katrina Shankland  

State Representative  

71st Assembly District 
 


