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Former Mount Pleasant Village President Files Criminal Complaint Against  
Village Officials 
Garski alleges misconduct against Village Administrator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk  
 

 
Mount Pleasant, WI (June 7, 2017) - Today, former Mount Pleasant Village President Jerry Garski 
forwarded additional information regarding his criminal complaint of official misconduct and improper 
handling of public records against Village Interim Administrator and Police Chief Tim Zarzecki, Village 
Clerk/Treasurer Stephanie Kohlhagen and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Karen Bloom. Garski filed the 
original complaint on May 5, 2017 with the Wisconsin Ethics Commission, Racine County District 
Attorney Tricia Hanson and Racine County Sheriff Christopher Schmaling.  
 
Mr. Garski’s complaint alleges that Zarzecki, Kohlhagen and Bloom illegally and deliberately distributed 
a “preview copy” of a report commissioned by the village to investigate municipal complaints filed 
against Garski’s property. A copy of the report was forwarded by the Clerk’s office to a political donor of 
Garski’s opponent in the upcoming election for Village President. The report was then leaked to local 
press before it was officially received by the Village Clerk’s office and hours before Garski was served 
with a copy.  
 
Under Wisconsin law, Mr. Garski was entitled by to receive lawful notification of the report and 5 (five) 
days to augment the report with comments and documentation before public distribution.  
 
Mr. Garski contends that not only were his rights violated by these village officials, the report was also 
highly inaccurate and prejudicial, due to Kohlhagen’s failure to submit to investigators licenses and 
permits Mr. Garski was granted by the village - some which were signed by Kohlhagen herself.  
 
“Important documents were withheld by the very people who issued them,” said Garski. “They rushed to 
release a bogus report to someone who clearly didn’t wish to see me win - hours before I received a 



copy. Garski continued, “It’s hard to believe they didn’t know it would be damaging, and they made sure 
I wasn’t able to offer my own evidence before it hit the news.”  
 
Mr. Garski forwarded copies of his permits and licenses to the Department of Justice to supplement the 
complaint investigation. “I always had the correct permits,” Garski said. “I can accept that certain things 
are part of the political process, but this was no accident.”  
 
“The Village of Mount Pleasant has been the victim of infighting and cronyism for years,” said Garski. “I 
believe I was sabotaged to affect the outcome of the election by people who swore an oath to uphold 
the law. It’s time for some charges to be filed.” 
 
Jerry Garski served as a Mount Pleasant Village Trustee from 2010 to 2014 and as Village President 
from 2015 to 2017. Mr. Garski served on nearly all village committees and commissions over those 
years. Jerry Garski is the owner and operator of Garski Truck and Equipment Inc. located in Mount 
Pleasant, Wisconsin. 
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