
June 7th, 2021

Dear Representative/Senator:

I am writing to express our opposition to AB 369 and SB 385.

This legislation is unnecessarily complicated and clearly designed to throw a wrench into the entire redistricting
process.

Let’s remember that the process was adjusted in 2011 to accommodate the majority leadership’s partisan goals to rig
the maps for the coming decade. (A goal, by the way, they achieved with unprecedented success. A federal court
heard unrefuted testimony that the current Wisconsin map was the most rigged in modern American political
history.)

Rather than delay the constitutionally-required redistricting, thereby disenfranchising untold voters in Spring 2022
and introducing additional unnecessary risk into the legislative and congressional redistricting process, the
Legislature should use common sense to make this process faster, simpler, more open, more fair, and more
transparent.

Once the US Census Bureau releases the required local data in mid-August, local municipalities should first draw
ward lines. Then municipalities and school districts should draw district lines. Then counties should draw county
board lines. All of that can easily be accomplished in a matter of weeks, well before December 1. There is no reason
to follow the ridiculous back-and-forth process currently in state law, which was designed to complicate the process
unnecessarily. Let’s just use a basic, bottom-up process.

Further, however the local districts are drawn, it is very unlikely that significant numbers of these local districts will
be challenged in courts. Local redistricting is a basic, common, nonpartisan exercise that is rarely controversial. If
litigation in a particular local jurisdiction ensues, courts are equipped to address specific issues in a timely manner,
as they have in previous redistricting cases.

Once those local districts are drawn, the Legislature should adopt, on a bipartisan basis, a fair and competitive
legislative district map. Although political observers insist that litigation is required, and very likely, that’s simply a
choice for the current legislative majority to make. If they don’t try to rig the state maps, the Governor may well
sign their maps into law and there could be little to no litigation.

Even if the Legislature insists on violating the rights of Wisconsin citizens and tries to rig the state maps again,
resulting in a gubernatorial veto, there’s plenty of time for federal and state courts to address redistricting.

AB 369 and SB 385 are a bad and rushed solution to an issue that could be easily addressed in other ways, including
simply changing the statutory deadline to reflect the delay in Census data. There is no need to postpone local
redistricting for an entire cycle. These bills are intended not to accommodate necessary steps in redistricting, but to
advance the partisan cause of the Assembly Speaker, who would like nothing more than another fall election cycle
under the current rigged maps.

Please vote no on AB 369 and SB 385.
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