
News from Congressman Ron Kind 

REPRESENTING WISCONSIN’S THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1502 Longworth House Office Building • Washington, DC 20515 • (202) 225-5506 

____________________________________________________________ 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                          

6-5-17 

Contact: Amanda Sherman 

Phone: 202-225-5506 

Amanda.Sherman@mail.house.gov 
  

ICYMI Rep. Ron Kind Ranked Most Independent Member of 
Wisconsin Delegation 

  
La Crosse, WI – Recent articles from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and Wisconsin State 
Journal highlighted The Lugar Center’s Bipartisan Index, which ranked Rep. Ron Kind as the 
most independent member of the Wisconsin delegation. The Bipartisan Index measures how 
often each Member of Congress works across party lines. 
  
According to the index Rep. Kind is ranked 19th overall when compared with all 435 members 
of Congress. 
  
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel - Ranking Wisconsin's federal lawmakers for 'bipartisanship' 
By: Craig Gilbert 

  
The most “bipartisan” congressman from Wisconsin, according to one recent study, is moderate 
Democrat Ron Kind of La Crosse. 
  
Which makes sense politically, since his mostly rural district isn’t dominated by either major 
party. In fact, it’s the most competitive U.S. House seat in the state. 
  
But the No. 2 Wisconsin lawmaker on the list doesn’t fit this pattern at all. 
  
Republican Jim Sensenbrenner is nowhere near the middle politically (he ranks as one of the 
most conservative members of Congress). And he represents one of the state’s most politically 
one-sided districts, which includes the ultra-Republican outer suburbs of Milwaukee. 
  
But Sensenbrenner, who has served longer than all but two U.S. House members, has forged 
coalitions with Democrats and liberals over the years on issues ranging from voting rights to 
criminal justice to the Patriot Act. 
U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, a Republican, answers 

  

http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/blogs/wisconsin-voter/2017/06/05/ranking-wisconsins-federal-lawmakers-bipartisanship/369138001/
http://host.madison.com/wsj/opinion/editorial/state-journal-editorial-two-state-reps-rank-high-for-cooperation/article_005cd909-4741-5538-ae14-7748cbc83923.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/opinion/editorial/state-journal-editorial-two-state-reps-rank-high-for-cooperation/article_005cd909-4741-5538-ae14-7748cbc83923.html


U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, a Republican, answers as question during a town hall meeting at 
Pewaukee Public Library in February. (Photo: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel files) 
  
“It can be done,” says Dan Diller of the Lugar Center, which publishes a “Bipartisan Index” of 
Congress. The ratings are based on how often lawmakers introduce bills that attract co-sponsors 
from the opposing party, and how often they co-sponsor bills introduced by colleagues from the 
other party. 
  
It’s just one of many ways to define bipartisanship, but it’s a concrete, quantifiable measure of 
the effort members make at the front end of the legislative process to work across party lines. 
That is a practice this particular nonprofit group is trying to promote, and one that some 
scholars say makes lawmakers more effective. 
  
In the Lugar Center’s recent index for the 114th Congress (2015-'16), Kind ranked 19th among 
all House members, tops in the Wisconsin delegation. Sensenbrenner ranked 65th and 
Republican Reid Ribble (since retired) ranked 90th. Those were the state’s only three House 
members with positive scores. 
  
Republican Sean Duffy ranked 250th, Democrat Mark Pocan 265th, Democrat Gwen Moore 
355th and Republican Glenn Grothman 426th (placing Grothman second to last among the 427 
House members who received a rating). The index does not include House speakers, so 
Republican Paul Ryan was not rated. 
  
In the U.S. Senate, Republican Ron Johnson ranked 52nd and Democrat Tammy Baldwin ranked 
75th. 
  
The Lugar Center has published ratings for House members since 2013 and for senators since 
1993. 
  
Here are some highlights from the data: 
  

• Kind (18th) and Sensenbrenner (59th) also ranked highly for bipartisanship in the 113th 
Congress (2013-'14). Ryan, who had not yet become speaker, ranked a little below 
average in the House for bipartisanship (244th). And the lowest-ranked members from 
Wisconsin for this two-year period were Duffy (319th), Moore (376th) and Pocan 
(390th). 

• The Senate rankings suggest Johnson became much more bipartisan in the final two 
years of his first term than in his first four years. The Wisconsin Republican ranked 96th 
out of 98 ranked senators in 2011-'12 and 89th in 2013-'14 before rising to 52nd in 2015-
'16. Democrat Baldwin, elected in 2012, ranked 77th in her first two years. 

• Wisconsin has seen some of its most bipartisan lawmakers leave Congress in recent 
years. Republican Tom Petri ranked among the top 5% of the House for bipartisanship 
before he retired at the end of 2014. Republican Ribble ranked in the top quarter of the 



House before he retired at the end of 2016. And Democrat Herb Kohl routinely ranked in 
the top half of the Senate before he retired at the end of 2012. 

  
Not surprisingly, the long-term trend in the Lugar Center’s data is a decline in bipartisanship, 
which has coincided with the growing polarization of Congress along party lines. 
  
The lawmakers who receive the highest ratings for bipartisanship tend to be those in the middle 
of the right-left spectrum. The most bipartisan senator in the latest index is moderate 
Republican Susan Collins of Maine, and the lowest ranked senators are Vermont’s Bernie 
Sanders on the left and Texan Ted Cruz on the right. 
  
Among Wisconsin lawmakers, Kind is arguably the most centrist politically and ranks by this 
measure as the most bipartisan. 
  
But bipartisanship and moderation are not the same thing. A legislator can be at the right or left 
end of the political spectrum and have a bipartisan working style at the same time. 
  
“It’s possible for very conservative and very progressive members to work at this,” says Dillar, of 
the Lugar Center. 
  
Sensenbrenner was among roughly 70 House members cited by the Lugar Center as scoring well 
for bipartisanship while representing a very one-sided district politically. 
  
In the center’s latest index, Democrat Pocan and Republican Johnson both ranked fairly close to 
the middle of their chambers for bipartisanship, even though neither is remotely centrist. Pocan 
is more liberal than 96% of his House colleagues and Johnson is more conservative than 87% of 
his Senate colleagues, according to one highly respected rating system of ideology in Congress. 
  
But only Kind and Sensenbrenner, among Wisconsin lawmakers still in office, got a positive 
rating for bipartisanship in the last Congress. 
  
One is a centrist Democrat whose congressional district has voted for both Donald Trump and 
Barack Obama in recent years. 
  
The other is a staunch conservative whose district often produces the top Republican turnouts in 
the country. 
  
“Bipartisanship,” it seems, is practically the only thing they have in common politically. 
  
Wisconsin State Journal - Two state reps rank high for cooperation 

By: Wisconsin State Journal editorial board 

  
Which members of Wisconsin’s congressional delegation play well with others? 

  



According to the Lugar Center and Georgetown University’s McCourt School of Public Policy, it’s 
U.S. Reps. Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, and Jim Sensenbrenner, R-Menomonee Falls. 
  
They were the state’s only current representatives in either house of Congress to rate well for 
working across party lines in a serious way. 
  
Kind ranks 15th best in the 435-member House of Representatives, while Sensenbrenner is a 
respectable 65th. 
  
The main activity the researchers tracked was how often each member of Congress sponsored 
or co-sponsored proposed legislation with members of the other political party. 
  
“What we are measuring in this index is not so much the quality of legislation,” former U.S. Sen. 
Richard Lugar, R-Indiana, explains in his center’s report, “but rather the efforts of legislators to 
broaden the appeal of their sponsored legislation, to entertain a wider range of ideas, and to 
prioritize governance over posturing.” 

  
Former U.S. Rep. Reid Ribble, R-Sherwood, who retired from Congress this year, also did well in 
the Lugar and Georgetown analysis. He ranked 90th out of 435 House members for 
collaboration across party lines. 
  
And we have high hopes for his successor, U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Green Bay, who has 
shown flashes of independence in recent weeks. Gallagher hasn’t been rated yet for his 
willingness to work on bipartisan solutions because he has only been in office five months. 
  
But the former Marine has drawn national attention for seeking answers from his own 
president’s White House about what Donald Trump disclosed during meetings with Russian 
officials. Gallagher also has questioned Trump’s abrupt firing of James Comey, just as the FBI 
director was overseeing a probe into whether Trump’s campaign worked with Russia to 
influence the outcome of last fall’s presidential election. 
  
Gallagher’s willingness to question the leaders of his own party suggests he won’t be afraid to 
cooperate across the partisan divide on workable solutions. We sure hope that’s the case. 
Appreciate these insights? Get State Journal opinion sent daily to your inbox 

  
The rest of Wisconsin’s congressional delegation rated poorly for cooperating in Congress. Rep. 
Sean Duffy, R-Wausau, ranked 250th; Mark Pocan, D-Black Earth, was 265th; Gwen Moore, D-
Milwaukee, came in at 355, and Glenn Grothman, R-Glenbeulah, was nearly last at 426th. 
  
U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Janesville, wasn’t rated because he is the House Republican 
leader whose job is inherently partisan, according to the researchers. Yet when the Lugar Center 
and Georgetown first compiled its list more than a year ago, Ryan ranked poorly at 338th. 
  



On the Senate side, Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Oshkosh, was slightly below average, ranking 52nd out 
of 100 senators, while Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Madison, was far back at 75th. 
  
Wisconsin deserves more leaders in Washington who can work together to solve the nation’s 
problems. 
 


