
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
June 5, 2018 
 

 

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary  

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street, N.E.  

Washington, DC 20426 
 

 

RE:  Shawano Paper Mill Dam, FERC Project No. P-8015-004 North Eastern Wisconsin Hydro, LLC Elevation Approval 

 

Dear Secretary Bose, 
 

It has been brought to our attention that the Shawano Paper Mills Dam, FERC Project No. P-8015, is currently being 

required to operate at a decreased level compared to the past 30 years.  Based on a complaint in 2015, the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) mandated a reduction in the operating level of 802.9 feet mean sea level (msl) to the 

authorized target elevation of 802.5 msl which has caused several safety issues in Shawano Lake and the channel between 

the lake and reservoir since implementation.  The safety issues are especially prevalent as the summer boating season is in 

full force beginning with Memorial Day weekend.   

 

On February 27, 2018, North Eastern Wisconsin (NEW) Hydro submitted a Water Level Study Report to FERC.  In the 

report, Voigt Consultants completed a two-year water level observation study over the 2016 and 2017 recreational seasons 

and Eagle Creek Renewable Energy (ECRE) secured a temporary amendment to operate the reservoir at the historic target 

elevation of 802.9 msl.  That temporary timeframe has expired and the water level is now being held again at 802.5 msl.   

 

When the pool elevation was held at 802.5 msl complaints about the navigational safety of the Shawano Lake and the 

channel between the lake and the reservoir became commonplace.  It happened in 2015 and prompted the application for a 

temporary amendment.  Recently, NEW Hydro was required to hold the elevation at 802.5 msl and the reservoir drop of 

0.4 feet has once again created a significant navigational safety concerns within an already shallow waterway.   

 

FERC’s decision to maintain this lower water level will certainly impact residents and visitors.  Lower water levels on 

Shawano Lake may negatively impact local businesses and property values, lead to more boats being damaged on the 

water, and could threaten the health and safety of boaters who are now subjected to more dangerous structure just below 

the lake’s surface.  

 

On June 1, 2018 the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources sent a letter to the Shawano Area Chamber of 

Commerce indicating that the department has evaluated possible natural resources concerns with raising the elevation and 

they do not feel that there are any impediments to raising the water based on that review, please see attached letter.  

 

Recently, concerns about local communities implementing and enforcing floodplain zoning in the area have come into 

play.  While we understand that the protection of downstream development from flooding is an important goal and zoning 

is one tool to accomplish that goal, regardless of which elevation is selected as the target elevation, both are within the 

range of operation allowed by the original FERC license.  The original terms and conditions placed on the Shawano Paper 

Mills Dam in 1985 stated the “the pool elevation will be maintained as nearly as practical between the elevations of 

803.17 (MSL Datum) and 801.83 (MSL Datum) with elevation 802.5 (MSL Datum) being the normal pool elevation.”  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Due to the increasing safety concerns associated with the lower water level, it is imperative that FERC act quickly on 

authorizing the target elevation of 802.9 msl to protect the health and safety of residents and tourists on Shawano Lake 

and the channel during open water periods.   

 

Thank you for your consideration, if you have any questions or would like to discuss the issue in greater detail, please feel 

free to contact our office’s at your convenience.   

 

Sincerely, 

       
 

Robert L. Cowles      Representative Gary Tauchen  

Serving Wisconsin’s 2nd Senate District     Service Wisconsin’s 6th Assembly District  

 

 

cc: All carbon copies via E-Mail 

 

Secretary Daniel L. Meyer, Wisconsin DNR 

 Bob Gates, Executive Vice President of Operations, Eagle Creek Renewable Energy 

 Michael Scarzello, Regulatory Director, NEW Hydro, Inc.  

 Kelly Houff, Chief Engineering Resources Branch Division of Hydropower, FERC 

 Cheryl Laatsch, FERC Coordinator, Wisconsin DNR  

 Meg Galloway, Section Chief, Dam Safety and Floodplain Management, Wisconsin DNR 

 Miles Winkler, Dam Safety, Wisconsin DNR  

 Nancy Smith, Executive Director, Shawano County Chamber of Commerce  

 Ed Whealon, Mayor, City of Shawano 

 Eric Thomas, Village Board President, Village of Cecil,  

 Gary DeFere, President, Shawano Area Waterways Management                  

Tim Day, Vice President, Shawano Area Waterways Management                                        

Bill Monfre, Shawano Area Waterways Management Board                                           

Tony Zielinski, Shawano Area Waterways Management Board                                            

Jeff Puissant, Shawano Area Waterways Management Board           

 

Attachment – DNR Letter dated June 1, 2018                                                      


