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Arts Wisconsin, in partnership with the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, announces the release of 21st Century Wisconsin, a 

report on Wisconsin’s creative economy and local, regional and statewide opportunities for 21st century growth.  The report 

addresses data, trends and models, and provide best practices, strategies and actions to leverage and grow assets and 

resources throughout Wisconsin for:   

• local and regional creative economic development that creates and expands jobs, businesses and income, through 

downtown and community revitalization, civic engagement, and cultural tourism programs 

• arts and creativity in education for all students as a strategy for workforce development, to expand skills training; 

stimulate creative thinking, idea generation, innovation and inspiration; and enable entrepreneurship – all qualities 

needed in the 21st century world and workforce 

• strengthening capacity and entrepreneurship for and in the state’s diverse arts and creative industries. 

At the dawn of the 21st century, strengthening and investing in Wisconsin’s creative economy is a critical strategy to compete in 

the global economy, educate our children as productive members of the 21st century workforce, engage residents, and 

develop, attract and retain entrepreneurs and a high skilled work force through healthy, vibrant communities where people 

want to live, work, learn, and play.   

The 21st Century Wisconsin report includes: 

• Rationale for creative economy investment 

• Facts and figures, including data from state and national studies 

• Case studies and stories from around the state 

• Strategies and opportunities for growth and development. 

Changes in economic opportunities have led communities throughout the state to examine and establish new systems for 

growth and success, including an expanded focus on and investment in small business, entrepreneurship, and quality of life 

development.  Examples of the creative economy already at work in Wisconsin include the Pablo Center at the Confluence in 

Eau Claire, made possible through a partnership of the City of Eau Claire, UW-Eau Claire, and the private sector; the Beloit 

International Film Festival, a major cultural tourism event for the area; and the Mile of Music festival, bringing 75,000 people to 

downtown Appleton each August. 

According to the National Governors Association, the arts, culture, and creativity are integral to high-impact 21st century 

economic development, including:   

• Leveraging human capital and cultural resources for economic vitality in under-

performing regions through tourism, crafts, and cultural attractions 

• Revitalizing communities by serving as a centerpiece for downtown redevelopment 

and cultural renewal 

• Creating vibrant public spaces integrated with natural amenities, resulting in improved urban quality of life, expanded 

business and tax revenue base, and positive regional and community image  

                    Arts Wisconsin | Box 1054, Madison, WI 53701-1054 | 608 255 8316 | info@artswisconsin.org | www.artswisconsin.org 

Pablo Center at the Confluence, Eau Claire 

Beloit International Film Festival 



 

• Contributing to a region's "innovation habitat" by simultaneously improving regional quality of life and permitting new 

forms of knowledge-intensive production to flourish.       

21st Century Wisconsin will help Wisconsin address the development of its abundant 

creative resources to meet the challenges of our rapidly changing world, where creativity, 

innovation, imagination, and entrepreneurship are key to economic, educational, and civic 

growth and success.   Strategic investment in this sector is a golden opportunity for the 

state to remain competitive and for communities to thrive in the 21st century global 

economy.  Wisconsin needs systemic and pro-active strategies to:  

• develop, attract and retain a talented workforce 

• capitalize on a region’s distinctive assets and culture 

• deepen connections among residents, cities, and regions, and regions to global communities and economies 

• foster innovation and entrepreneurial commercial activity to build sustainable economies. 

21st Century Wisconsin demonstrates that Wisconsin is already using the arts and creativity to drive economic vitality, 

education for the 21st century, and vibrant communities, and that opportunities abound with even greater investment. 

Arts Wisconsin is Wisconsin's community cultural development organization, works to 

ensure that everyone, everywhere in the state has the opportunity to participate in the arts, 

speaks up and advocates for, and advances the arts, creativity and culture throughout 

Wisconsin, and connects and serves the wide-ranging, diverse, creative people, 

organizations, businesses and communities making the arts come alive in every corner of the 

state.  www.artswisconsin.org. 

The League of Wisconsin Municipalities is a nonprofit and nonpartisan association of cities 

and villages acting as an information clearinghouse, lobbying organization, technical 

assistance provider, and legal resource throughout Wisconsin.  www.lwm-info.org. 

For more information, contact Anne Katz, Executive Director, Arts Wisconsin, 608 255 8316 | akatz@artswisconsin.org.  
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