
  

 

To:  Members, Joint Finance Committee 

From: Badger State Sheriffs’ Association (BSSA)  

 Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association (WCPA)  

 Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) 

 Wisconsin EMS Association (WEMSA) 

Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association (WS&DSA)  

Wisconsin Troopers Association 

Wisconsin Towns Association (WTA) 

Date:  June 4, 2021 

RE: Support WISCOM RFP and Funding (Budget Paper #415, Alternative 1)  

 

 

Collectively our organizations represent the 72 counties, Sheriff Offices, State Patrol, towns, villages, local 

Chiefs and EMS in Wisconsin. Our members include both the daily users and critical incident users of the 

state’s Wisconsin Interoperable System for Communications (WISCOM). WISCOM is a shared statewide, 

interoperable, land mobile radio public safety communication system. This system connects local, state, and 

federal first responders and public safety officers and is a mission critical communications platform which 

has been and continues to be utilized throughout the state for mutual aid communications coordination.  

 

The current system, which has been in operational use throughout the state for over a decade, is reaching its 

“end of life” and must be updated to provide for the long-term vision and success of the WISCOM system. 

The management of WISCOM is under the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), with oversight by the 

state’s Interoperability Council (IC). IC includes representation from WISCOM users, including members 

from our respective organizations.  

 

Currently, WISCOM is a Very High Frequency (VHF) radio system. Since the development of the system 

back in 2008, there have been numerous first responders that have and continue to utilize WISCOM for their 

daily communications. At the time of development, the VHF bandwidth was seen as a more effective 

spectrum as it provided a greater footprint of coverage, and there were enough frequencies to base the system 

on. Over the years our ability to grow that system has been hampered, due to both the limited availability as 

well as issues with frequency coordination in the VHF bandwidth. In addition, the VHF bandwidths were 

then required to be “narrow banded” reducing effectiveness of those frequencies. It is expected the VHF 

bandwidths will be narrowed further.  

 

Responding to the recommendations from the Office of Emergency Communications WISCOM Executive 

Steering Committee, which included our members, and the IC, the governor’s budget includes $6.5 million 

GPR in 2022-23 to move forward with the build-out of an upgraded WISCOM system. One driving factor for 

this recommendation is to meet the needs of the current WISCOM daily-use organizations, as well as those 

entities that rely on the system for emergency response communication.  

 

This includes changing the system to 800 MHz bandwidth. To be clear, VHF users will be able to still utilize 

conventional pathways to access the 800 MHz system. The transition to 800 MHz bandwidth will provide the 

state a cleaner, better organized bandwidth. This will create a WISCOM system that will perform better for 

in building coverage as well as to allow us the ability to grow the system in the years to come. Additionally, 

this will allow for broadband connectivity for smart devices as a needed resource that should be part of the 

RFP. 

 

The future of WISCOM is at a crucial juncture. We ask you vote to support Alternative 1 in Budget 

Paper #415 and approve the $6.5 million funding for DMA to make the needed system improvements 

to keep the technology current, expand coverage and add reliability for daily users.  


