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RIPARIAN LANDOWNERS GUIDE NOW AVAILABLE 
 

MUSCODA…..A new document is available to Wisconsin River landowners and others who wish to do their 

part in reducing pollutants entering the water.  The guide was developed by Laurie Elwell as part of a Master 

Naturalist project in collaboration with the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board.  Entitled, “A Property 

Owner’s Guide to a Healthy River,” the two-page flyer provides helpful and easy tips for minimizing 

introduction of nutrients, chemicals and yard waste to the river.  Simple actions such as leaving a buffer strip 

along the shoreline and not storing brush piles and leaves near the river can help improve water quality. 

 Elwell said, “My husband and I own a second home on the Wisconsin River near Muscoda and dearly 

love the Riverway for the fishing, wildlife and scenic beauty.  One day while sitting on the deck, I realized we 

could do more on our property to protect this beautiful resource.  I began work on my Master Naturalist project 

to develop the guide for Riverway landowners and the effort has now grown to include the Lake Wingra 

Watershed in Madison.  A few simple actions can make a difference in water quality.  Sometimes, it is just a 

matter of thinking about what you are doing before you do it.” 

 Mark Cupp, Riverway Board Executive Director, said the board endorsed the project early on as an 

opportunity to educate residential landowners on small steps they can do on their property that will pay 

dividends in enhancing water quality on our river.  “We often think that it is the factories, farms and wastewater 

treatment facilities that introduce nutrients and pollutants to the river, but another source is from the yard by 

your house.  Lawn fertilizers, yard waste, excess salt, litter, etc. can make their way to the water quickly after a 

rain event.  By maintaining a buffer along the river with native grasses and shrubs, a natural filtering system is 

established and that is an important factor in stopping introduction of bad stuff into the river,” he noted. 

       (more)  



RIPARIAN LANDOWNER GUIDE/ADD ONE 

Cupp complimented Elwell on her hard work and research to create the new guide and said the information 

will be easily adapted to urban areas for storm water management and to other river systems and lakes, big and 

small.  He emphasized that all the practices in the guide are voluntary and no additional regulations are 

proposed. 

 Other tips mentioned in the guide include: 

• Avoid pouring chemicals and toxic materials down the drain; 
• Store loose soil away from the river and cover with a tarp; 
• Learn about invasive species and control the plants when identified; and, 
• Sweep up salt and sand from driveways and sidewalks after winter to avoid runoff. 

Elwell said the guide would be available in hard copy form in the Riverway Board office and a mailing to 

Riverway landowners will be coming soon.  The e-version will be posted on the Riverway Board website and 

Facebook page.  For further information, contact the LWSRB office at 608-739-3188. 
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