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Evidence-Based Health Policy Project to Host Program Highlighting Local Health 
Expertise in the Coulee Region  

Press Release dated May 30, 2018 
La Crosse– The Evidence-Based Health Policy Project (EBHPP) will host a public program highlighting how 
groups in the Coulee Region generate knowledge to improve health, titled Community Health in the 
Coulee Region: How are Local Groups Sharing What They Know? The event will be held at The Fine Arts 
Center at Viterbo University on Monday, June 25th from 1:00pm-3:00pm. The event is free and open to 
the public but space is limited. Advanced registration is recommended.  

The program will be co-hosted by four local legislators: Senator Jennifer Shilling of La Crosse, 
Representative Jill Billings of La Crosse, Representative Steve Doyle of Onalaska, and Representative 
Nancy VanderMeer of Tomah. The program will feature a panel of speakers from four local groups 
working to improve health in different areas:  

• Great Rivers United Way, which works within a six county region (Buffalo, La Crosse, Monroe, 
Trempealeau, and Vernon) to improve community access to basic needs, health, financial 
stability, and education.  

• La Crosse County Heroin and Illicit Drug Task Force, a collaborative coalition of community 
stakeholders working to identify and implement community based strategies that reduce the 
public health burden of illicit substance abuse in La Crosse County.  

• La Crosse Medical Health Science Consortium, a county-wide effort to make the local 
community healthier through strategies focused on improving health behaviors and outcomes.  

• Wisconsin Academy for Rural Medicine (WARM), which is a collaborative effort between the 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health’s MD program and local health 
providers to admit and train students who intend to practice rural medicine to improve the 
health of rural Wisconsin communities.  

The EBHPP is a partnership with the UW Population Health Institute, the La Follette School of Public 
Affairs, and the Wisconsin Legislative Council. The non-partisan project bridges medicine and health 
policy, as well as research and practice, to serve the Wisconsin Legislature and other decision-makers. 
Originally formed in 2002, the EBHPP provides public briefings on health topics and aims to connect 
localized health research and expertise with key stakeholders in Wisconsin.  

Contact Program Director Sam Austin, svaustin@wisc.edu or 608-265-4851 with media inquiries. 
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