
                      

DATE:  May 28, 2019 

 

TO:  All Legislators 

 

FROM: Mahlon Mitchell, President, Professional Fire Fighters of Wisconsin 

 Jim Palmer, Executive Director, Wisconsin Professional Police Association 

 

Re:  LRB- 3228, Relating to Surviving Family Health Insurance Benefits 

 

We are writing to ask you to become a sponsor of legislation designed to provide health insurance benefits to the surviving 

family of a law enforcement officer who is killed in the line of duty.   

Currently, if a fire fighter is killed in the line of duty, his or her surviving family is provided this health insurance benefit, but 

a police officer’s family is not covered. 

The recent death of an Appleton fire fighter and the injury of an Appleton police officer illustrates the inequity of the current 

law.  On Wednesday, May 15th Appleton fire and police responded to an emergency drug overdose call about a passenger 

aboard an intrastate bus.    After receiving a dose of Narcan from the fire fighter/EMT the bus passenger recovered and pulled 

out a handgun and started shooting at the police who were present.   

In the crossfire, the fire fighter/EMT was shot in the back and died a short time later.  In that same shootout, an Appleton 

police officer was also shot, but fortunately recovered from his wounds. 

The deceased fire fighter leaves behind a widow and 3 young children.  That family is eligible to receive the health insurance 

benefits the city had been providing to the entire family.  This is due to a 2009 State Statute that provides that this health 

insurance benefit will continue for the fire fighter’s family.  

If the shooting had been even more tragic and both the firefighter and the policer officer were killed, the fire fighter’s family 

would get the benefit, but the police officer’s family would not. 

It is that inequity that LRB-3228 addresses.  We see no reason why one emergency responder’s family is taken care of, but 

the other is not.  Please add your name to the list of your colleagues that are supporting this legislation. 

Let the offices of Sen. Wanggaard, Sen. Bewley, Rep. Spiros, or Rep. Doyle know of you support. 

We appreciate your consideration of this request.  

                                                                                Notes 

• Many of you receiving this memo have already agreed to be a co-sponsor.  We thank you for that support. 

 

• The Appleton police officer that was shot was not married so the law change suggested here would not have applied 

directly to him, but if the officer did have a family, they would have been excluded but the firefighter’s family would not 

have been. 

 

• Some Wisconsin communities like Milwaukee and Madison do provide this insurance for both their police and fire 

fighters, but most do not. 

 

• Under current law, the municipality that employed the fallen fire fighter is responsible for paying for the cost of the 

health insurance benefit.  LRB-3228 places the cost on the Fire and Police Fee now applied to all phone bills statewide.   

The shooter on the bus in Appleton was not from Appleton but under current law Appleton taxpayers are responsible.  

The bill changes that so the costs are shared by all in the state. 

   


