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Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Laud Efforts to Protect Families of Fallen Law Enforcement 
“We Back the Badge” – Why Not Their Spouse and Kids? 

 
Madison… The Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association (WCPA) praised the bipartisan efforts of State 
Senators Van Wanggaard (R-Racine) and Janet Bewley (D-Mason) and State Representatives John Spiros 
(R-Marshfield) and Steve Doyle (D-Onalaska) for introducing legislation to support families of those 
officers killed in the line of duty. 
 
Sean Marschke, Sturtevant Police Chief and President of the WCPA stated, “Law enforcement are asking 
for support for families of those who give the ultimate sacrifice to keep our communities safe and our 
loved ones secure.  This bill will give the families of fallen officers the same protections of those in the 
military and in firefighting.”  
 
The legislation would provide insurance for the spouse and minor children of officers killed in the line of 
duty.  Historically, Wisconsin has had two officers killed in the line of duty annually.  Nationally, 168 
officers gave their lives in the line of duty last year. 
 
Greg Leck, Stoughton Police Chief and Vice Chair of the WCPA Legislative Committee stated, “If elected 
officials truly ‘Back the Badge’ they need to support law enforcement  families during their darkest hour.  
In some instances, the family holds a service for their loved one – and then needs to file for COBRA 
(insurance) the next day, that simply isn’t the Wisconsin way.” 
 
The legislation has broad support of public safety groups including; the Wisconsin Professional Police 
Association, Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association, Badger State Sheriffs Association, 
County Law Enforcement Professionals of Wisconsin, and the Professional Firefighters of Wisconsin. 
Bernie Coughlin, Verona Police Chief and Vice Chair of the WCPA Legislative Committee concluded by 
stating, “The men and women of law enforcement have spouses and kids at home just like other families 
in our communities. Knowing that their loved ones will be protected – if killed while protecting our 
communities, is a simple way we can thank them for protecting the people of Wisconsin.” 
 
WCPA is a statewide organization representing top local law enforcement in more than 700 communities 

across the state. 
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