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USE OF FORCE STANDARDS NEEDED NOW 

AB 1012 would set needed written standards governing the use of force by law enforcement  

 

MADISON - The killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin earlier this week was 

the latest horrific example of the egregious use of lethal force against a person of color.  Rep. Taylor has spent a 

substantial amount of her legislative career advocating for more clear, transparent and accountable law 

enforcement practices and standards to curb incidences of law enforcement abuse of power, including specific 

standards setting use of force guidelines absent in many if not most law enforcement written policies.    

 

Rep. Chris Taylor released the following statement:  

 

“My heart goes out to the family and friends of George Floyd and the entire Minneapolis community struggling 

to process this senseless killing.  The continued assault and killing of black, brown and indigenous people by 

law enforcement officers reveals a desperate need for rigorous, enforceable standards regarding when force is 

used against civilians. In order to increase the likelihood for the families of those who have been unjustly killed, 

wounded and maimed by law enforcement officers to receive justice, we need to define the ‘objective 

reasonableness’ standard established in a broad, undefined manner over 30 years ago by the U.S. Supreme 

Court in Graham v. Connor. 

 

“The Wisconsin legislature as a whole took a great first, bipartisan step in improving law enforcement 

accountability by passing 2013 Wisconsin Act 348 that requires outside lead investigators in the event of an 

officer-involved civilian death, but we need to go further.  

 

“I’ve been working on establishing more defined and robust use of force required policies for years, and now is 

the time for action. AB1012 requires each law enforcement agency to ensure that its publicly available policy 

on the use of force incorporates the following principles: 

 The primary duty of all law enforcement is to preserve the life of all individuals 

 Deadly force is to be used only as the last resort 

 Officers should use skills and tactics that minimize the likelihood that force will become necessary  

 If officers must use physical force, it should be the least amount of force necessary to safely address the 

threat 

 Law enforcement officers must take reasonable action to stop or prevent any unreasonable use of force 

by their colleagues 

 Disciplining a law enforcement officer for reporting a violation of a law enforcement agency's policy 

regarding the use of force is prohibited. 

“These standards come directly from the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Standards Board  training protocols, 

President Obama’s Taskforce on 20th Century Policing and the Police Executive Research Forum’s Guiding 

Principles on Use of Force.  Some law enforcement departments in our nation have adopted these policies and 

have had success in reducing use of force incidents, protecting the safety of the public and of officers.  The 

legislature should act as soon as possible to pass AB1012.” 
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2013/related/acts/348/1/_8
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/ab1012
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/dles/training-and-standards-bureau/training-and-standards-bureau

