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PROFESSOR NANCY UNGER 

HONORED BY WISCONSIN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Madison, Wis. – Dr. Nancy Unger has received the 2016 Book Award of Merit from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society for “Belle La Follette:  Progressive Era Reformer,” published in 2015.  Dr. Unger is 

professor of history at Santa Clara University in Santa Clara, California. Her biography details 

the life of the great Wisconsinite whose agenda included women's suffrage 
and world peace, and who was denounced as "disgraceful to the white race" 

for her efforts to end racial segregation. The New York Times hailed Belle La 

Folllette (1859-1931) as "probably the least known yet most influential of all 
the American women who have had to do with public affairs." 

  
Each year, the Society’s governing Board of Curators recognizes individuals and organizations for 
meritorious work in areas relating to the Society’s mission.  The Board of Curators is made up of 
thirty-seven elected and appointed members from across the state.  The Board approved the awards 

at its May 7, 2017 meeting in Portage, Wisconsin. 
  

“This year’s Board of Curators Award recipients are each exemplary stewards and talented champions 
of Wisconsin’s rich history,” said Ellsworth Brown, the Ruth and Hartley Barker Director for the 
Wisconsin Historical Society.  “Architects, archivists, authors, librarians and museum professionals, 
their achievements have brought Wisconsin’s history to life in creative and meaningful ways for new 
audiences across the state and beyond.” 
  
To view a talk Nancy gave on “Belle La Follette:  Progressive Era Reformer” at the Wisconsin Historical 

Museum, History Sandwiched In program, visit http://wpt.org/University-Place/unexpected-belle-la-

follette. Nancy also spoke about La Follette in the Good Lit series of the 
Commonwealth Club, and you can listen to it 

here, https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/archive/podcast/unexpected-belle-la-follette-

progressive-model-2016. 

  

Information on the awards can be found at www.wisconsinhistory.org. 
  
About Wisconsin Historical Society 
The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and most 
diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership 
organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, preserving and sharing 

stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of 
sites, programs and services. For more information, visit www.wisconsinhistory.org. 
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