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WHEDA provides a housing grant to help tornado 
victims in Rusk, Barron, and Jackson counties  

 
Madison – The Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) has authorized $15,000 
in grant funds through its Natural Disaster Program to help victims of recent tornados in Rusk, Barron, and 
Jackson counties. The grant monies will provide emergency housing assistance to residents who lost their 
home due to the damaging storm. The funding was approved by the WHEDA Board of Directors at a special 
meeting. 
 
WHEDA’s Natural Disaster Grants are used to assist with short-term, emergency housing needs, and are 
disbursed through a local agent, in this instance the Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NRPC). The 
NRPC provides a variety of community and regional services in the counties affected by the tornados. 
 
"WHEDA strongly supports Governor Walker's efforts to come to the aid of our citizens," said WHEDA 
Director Wyman Winston. "Through our Natural Disaster Program, we are ready to help those currently in 
desperate need of a safe place to live.”  
 
On May 17, 2017, Governor Scott Walker declared a State of Emergency for Barron, Jackson and Rusk counties 
following tornadoes and damaging storms. A tornado that hit western Wisconsin on May 16 tracked for 83 
miles, the longest tornado to hit the state since modern documentation began in 1950. A mobile home park in 
Chetek was destroyed, killing one person. Heavy rains impacted parts of west-central and northwestern 
Wisconsin where some areas received more than five inches of rain, causing damage to roads and other 
infrastructure. Governor Walker directed state agencies to help those affected by the storms. 
 
For more information on emergency housing assistance contact Mariann Jones of the NRPC at (715) 635-2197. 
 
For 45 years, WHEDA, as an independent state authority, has provided low-cost financing for housing and 
small business development in Wisconsin.  Since 1972, WHEDA has financed more than 84,000 affordable 
rental units, helped more than 122,000 families purchase a home and made more than 29,000 small business 
and agricultural loan guarantees.  For more information on WHEDA programs, visit wheda.com or call 800-
334-6873. 
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