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May 26, 2016 
 

UW-Platteville announces inaugural Backyard Concert Series 
 
 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — The University of Wisconsin-Platteville will present the 

inaugural Backyard Concert Series this summer, featuring free outdoor live music 

events adjacent to the Center for the Arts on the UW-Platteville campus. All 

concerts will be held from 4-6 p.m. 

 

“The Backyard Concert Series grew out of two ideas,” said Benjamin Finley, 

assistant director of the UW-Platteville Center for the Arts. “The first is to 

continue the sesquicentennial celebrations all summer, and the second is to 

engage the Platteville community and give back in the best way we know.” 

 

The series will kick off on Wednesday, June 8 with Johnny and Molly of the group 

Communist Daughter. The duo has been to every corner of the country, playing 

hundreds of shows in the last two years. Filter Magazine described their music as 

“bittersweet, autobiographical harmonies of one of Minneapolis’ greatest 

singer/songwriter [duos].” 

 

“When we picked the bands, our thought was to keep it local but still bring artists 

that you can’t see every Friday night,” explained Finley. “To that end, we asked 

Johnny and Molly to come down from Minnesota as a preview to their 

appearance in November as the six-piece band Communist Daughter.” 

 

The series will continue on Wednesday, July 20 with WheelHouse, a nationally 

touring Americana and Bluegrass band. 

 

“WheelHouse are the close to home flavor from Madison, and sure to be a crowd 

pleaser,” said Finley.  

 



 

 

 

The band performs over 220 shows per year and has garnered attention from 

national labels. WheelHouse features three and four part harmonies, fiddle and 

guitar leads, and an upright bass.  

 

“Vonnie Kyle, a Twin Cities music veteran, will close out the summer with her 

band, playing an acoustic blend of their usual rock,” said Finley. Kyle will wrap up 

the series on Wednesday, Aug. 10. She previously toured with the indie-rock 

band Skittish. 

 

Food and beverages will be available for purchase. In the case of inclement 

weather, the concert will be moved inside. For more information, visit 

uwplatt.edu/cfa/backyard.  
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