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New Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages Data Released 
MADISON – The Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development (DWD) today released the state's Quarterly Census 
of Employment & Wages (QCEW) covering the fourth quarter of 2016. The QCEW data is compiled quarterly based on 
Unemployment Insurance records from some 96% of Wisconsin business establishments. 

Highlights of the data when compared to U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics' (BLS) published data for 2015 and previous 
years include: 

• Wisconsin added 179,820 private-sector jobs from December 2010 through December 2016, including an
increase of 11,590 jobs over the last 12-month period. 

• The state added 172,444 total nonfarm jobs from December 2010 through December 2016, including an
increase of 15,462 jobs over the last 12-month period. 

• Construction jobs grew by 21 percent from December 2010 through December 2016, holding steady over the
last 12-month period with a gain of 670 jobs. 

"Wisconsin added almost 180,000 private-sector jobs over the six-year period ending in December 2016 including 
thousands of new jobs last year," DWD Secretary Ray Allen said. "Other recent economic indicators show we're going 
strong in 2017 with the unemployment rate reaching a 17-year low of 3.2 percent, more Wisconsinites employed than 
ever before and announcements of companies such as Haribo and Mills Fleet Farm investing and creating hundreds of 
additional jobs in Wisconsin. As Wisconsin works to reduce costs to do business and support a robust talent pipeline, 
employers can offer incentives like higher pay to attract and retain skilled workers." 

Today's release follows the recent releases of BLS statewide and local monthly data, which showed: 

• Wisconsin has a preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate of 3.2 percent in April 2017, down a
significant 0.2 percent from March and at its lowest rate since February 2000.

• The 3.2 percent rate remains lower than the national unemployment rate, which was 4.4 percent in April 2017.
• Wisconsin's labor force participation rate increased 0.2 percentage points to 68.6 percent and continues to

outpace the U.S. rate which decreased to 62.9 percent in April.
• Both total labor force and employment in Wisconsin remained at all-time high in April, while the number of

unemployed individuals was its lowest point since April 2000.
• Based on preliminary data, the state added a significant 37,600 total non-farm jobs and a significant 29,300

private-sector jobs from April 2016 to April 2017.
• Wisconsin also added 7,500 private sector jobs and a significant 14,800 total non-farm jobs from March 2017 to

April 2017.
• The unemployment rate for 44 of 72 counties reached all-time April lows in 2017.

Other indicators of the state of Wisconsin's economy include: 
• Initial UI claims ended 2016 at their lowest level in their last 30 years. Year 2017 initial UI claims are running at

the lowest in at least the past 30 years. 
• Continuing unemployment claims ended 2016 at their lowest level since 1973. Continuing unemployment claims

in Wisconsin are running at the lowest in at least the past 30 years. 
(more) 
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Every quarter, all employers covered under state or federal unemployment insurance are required to submit tax reports 
on monthly employment, quarterly total and taxable wages, and contributions for hourly and salaried employees. 
Wisconsin has nearly 160,000 business establishments employing some 2.8 million workers that are required by state 
and federal statutes to submit this information to DWD. DWD sends the data to the BLS, which incorporates the 
information when it publishes the QCEW. 

 
Wisconsin has received the BLS's sign-off on state data covering the fourth quarter of 2016 and is posting the fourth-
quarter data on its WORKnet site. The BLS will incorporate the data in its next QCEW release scheduled for June 7. 
Information about the QCEW, including data for the 2015 quarters and first three quarters of 2016, can be accessed 
through the BLS website at http://bls.gov/cew/.  
 
The QCEW is a comprehensive count of jobs, as it includes reports from nearly all Wisconsin employers. This data 
series is distinct from the Current Employment Statistics (CES), which estimates jobs based on response to a survey of 
roughly 5,500 employers (3.5 percent of Wisconsin businesses) and is released in preliminary form each month. 
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4. LATEST QUARTERLY DATA: CENSUS OF EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES

Oct Nov Dec Oct Nov Dec Number Percent Q4:2015* Q4:2016† Number Percent
TOTAL 2,831,832 2,827,418 2,826,996 2,854,471 2,861,016 2,842,458 15,462 0.5% $34,691,105 $34,248,193 -$442,912 -1.3%
  Total Private 2,445,394 2,441,064 2,439,215 2,465,973 2,461,007 2,450,805 11,590 0.5% $30,032,416 $29,844,902 -$187,514 -0.6%
    Natural Resources & Mining 33,324 31,150 29,420 33,834 31,899 30,010 590 2.0% $312,429 $313,473 $1,044 0.3%
    Construction 116,514 113,578 108,503 118,646 116,475 109,173 670 0.6% $1,801,541 $1,832,676 $31,135 1.7%
    Manufacturing 465,211 464,789 465,147 461,219 460,524 461,371 -3,776 -0.8% $7,009,607 $6,638,194 -$371,413 -5.3%
    Trade, Transportation,  Utilities (Total) 537,169 546,029 548,667 539,456 548,389 551,588 2,921 0.5% $5,598,127 $5,462,562 -$135,565 -2.4%
    Information 49,641 49,842 49,701 48,611 48,799 48,846 -855 -1.7% $951,861 $913,957 -$37,904 -4.0%
    Financial Activities 147,046 146,849 147,507 147,786 147,672 148,053 546 0.4% $2,441,479 $2,487,662 $46,183 1.9%
    Professional & Business Services 319,117 317,889 317,757 325,530 324,943 322,078 4,321 1.4% $4,903,061 $5,080,862 $177,801 3.6%
    Education & Health Services 417,078 418,469 420,856 425,001 425,905 426,144 5,288 1.3% $5,180,009 $5,211,586 $31,577 0.6%
    Leisure & Hospitality 272,122 264,575 262,611 275,321 266,235 263,077 466 0.2% $1,154,121 $1,179,740 $25,619 2.2%
    Other Services 83,491 83,099 84,305 84,053 83,572 84,025 -280 -0.3% $614,569 $616,205 $1,636 0.3%
    Unclassified 4,681 4,795 4,741 6,516 6,594 6,440 1,699 35.8% $65,612 $107,986 $42,374 64.6%
  Total Government 386,438 386,354 387,781 388,498 400,009 391,653 3,872 1.0% $4,658,689 $4,403,290 -$255,399 -5.5%

2015 Employment* 2016  Employment† Dec-Dec Change Total Wages Change

Total wages are in thousands (Totals may not equal due to rounding)
*Data as published by U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
†Data as will be published at worknet.wisconsin.gov.
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages counts are published 6 months after the quarter they describe.
Data from the latest published quarter and a year prior are included here.
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