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Expanding chiropractors’ scope of practice benefits  
patients and public health in Wisconsin 

 
Members of the Wisconsin Chiropractic Association told lawmakers Tuesday that 
allowing chiropractors to expand their education and training to become more involved 
in Wisconsin’s “integrated’’ health care systems would provide enormous benefits to 
patients with neck and lower back pain, the two most common reasons patients visit 
their doctor or clinic. 
 

During an informational hearing in the Senate Health Committee on Senate Bill 762, 
WCA President Rod Lefler said they strongly support the legislation because it will 
allow chiropractors with added education and training to play a more direct role in 
caring for those patients by expanding procedures they can perform, tests they can 
order and the ability to manage selected over-the-counter and prescription 
medications. 
 

“This is an extremely important step for patients, for health care, and for our 
profession,’’ said Lefler, a partner in the Neuroscience Group of Northeast Wisconsin in 
Neenah. “We have a new “integrated’’ care model in which a team of specialists is 
assigned to care for each patient.  
 

“So for clinics with large numbers of patients with lower back and neck problems, it just 
makes sense that health systems are able to reach out to chiropractors as stronger 
players on their teams. We’re already experts in this area.” 
 

The proposal creates a new type of health care provider known as the Primary Spine 
Care Practitioner (PSCP) as an option for chiropractors.  To obtain the PSCP 
designation, a chiropractor would need to complete an accredited master’s program 
and 500 hours of clinical training.   
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“A great many chiropractors want the option of obtaining the PSCP education and the 
clinical tools that come with it, especially those already working in integrated settings. 
But for young professionals like me, it’s the future,” said Dr. Frankie Amarillas, a 
chiropractor with LSM Chiropractic in Fitchburg.   
 
“It’s good for patients; it frees up family doctors so that health systems can better 
manage the shortage of physicians, and it helps control health care costs because 
patients with lower-back pain can receive better care more quickly and more 
efficiently,” said Dr. Jason Mackey, also with LSM Chiropractic in Madison. 
 

Allowing chiropractors the freedom to expand their practice, including the prescribing 
of drugs, has faced criticism that expanding the number medical professionals who can 
prescribe pain medications would exacerbate the problem of an overabundance of 
addictive, opioid-based pain killing drugs in Wisconsin’s communities. 
 

“The drug problem is real, but the PSCP proposal could actually help address the 
problem, said Clyde Jensen, PhD, an executive consultant and adjunct professor at the 
University of Western States.   
 

“Chiropractors are first and foremost trained to treat back and neck pain using 
conservative methods,” said Jensen. “As someone who has led an osteopathic school and 
now teaches pharmacology at a health sciences university, the opportunity for properly 
trained chiropractors to be a proactive solution in the opioid epidemic is through 
additional training in the conservative management of over-the-counter and 
prescription interventions.” 
 
  
  
 
 

  
  


