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COALITION URGES SUPPORT FOR CLINICAL CONSULTATION 
 

At a hearing before the Assembly Committee on Medicaid Reform and 
Oversight today, members of the Coalition for Expanding School-Based  
Mental Health shared their support for Assembly Bill 192 which would 
continue clinical consultation for students receiving mental health 
services in school.  
 
Student mental health consultation improves treatment planning, 
treatment goal achievement and support for teachers who are struggling 
to meet the needs of all children in their classrooms. In addition to 
removing the current sunset date of June 30, 2019, AB 192 expands the 
definition of consultation to include consultation with parents. Enabling 
therapists to connect with parents, who are not present when treatment 
services are delivered to students at school, is essential for family 
engagement. Family engagement is critical for better therapeutic 
outcomes. 
 
The 2017-19 biennial budget, required Medicaid to establish a 
consultation code and begin paying for it beginning July 1, 2018.  Given 
that school mental health occurs while school is in session, the 
consultation code has effectively only been billable since September 
2018.   
 
“While Medicaid funded consultation has only been available in schools 
for a few months, therapists from around the state provided us with 
numerous examples of how consultation is strengthening treatment for 
students,” stated Chris Crowe, Director & Principal of North Star Academy 
and Coalition Chair. “Consultation helps teachers understand their 
students, learn more supportive approaches to responding to behaviors 
and apply some of those approaches within their classroom to assist other 
students with similar challenges.” 
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