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Mayor Mason’s Statement After the Announcement of Forward Racine Plan 
 
City of Racine – After the release of the “Forward Racine” plan to reopen the economy at 8:00am on Tuesday, May 26th, 
Mayor Cory Mason released the following statement: 
 
“Today, our Public Health Administrator issued new Public Health orders which allow a reopening of the economy to 
begin in the City of Racine. However, I want to be crystal clear on this: this is not a green light to slack off. Racine's 
coronavirus cases continue to increase at an alarming rate. Healthcare systems have indicated that they are concerned 
about their hospital capacity. Racine residents are falling gravely ill from this virus, and some in our community are 
mourning the loss of loved ones. Our residents and our local businesses must continue to take all possible precautions to 
protect our community from this virus. 
 
The City of Racine cannot be an island of protections amidst a sea of chaos.  
 
The City of Racine has been put in an untenable position by failures at the state and national level:  

• Wisconsin's Supreme Court's irresponsible decision last week which lifted all statewide protections jeopardized 
the public’s health and eliminated the ability for the state to have a unified reopening plan. 

• Wisconsin's Republican legislators have refused to come to the table with the Governor to agree to common-
sense, statewide protections and is a failure of leadership that endangers the lives of the residents they are 
supposed to serve.  

• And the failure of national leadership to guide our country through this crisis has also put the entire country at 
risk and certainly led to far more deaths than otherwise had to occur. 
  

As Mayor of Racine, I do not have the legal authority to override the state Supreme Court. I cannot make the state's 
legislators work with the Governor. However, I can, and will, use my position to encourage our residents to use common 
sense, to listen to the public health experts, to follow guidance from the CDC, and to stay home whenever possible.  
 
As we move into this first phase of reopening, let me be clear: to all who have been clamoring to reopen our local 
businesses, you now have a heightened obligation to keep your employees and customers safe. And to the residents 
who have been anxiously awaiting the reopening of their favorite bar, restaurant, or hair salon, I call on you to 
remember that what makes that business special are the people who work there and serve your drinks, prepare your 
food and wash your dishes, and cut your hair. If you enter our local businesses without taking proper precautions like 
wearing a mask, you are putting those employees and all the customers around you at risk of contracting COVID-19.  
 
Our residents need to continue to make sure they are safe, and that they are protected from this virus. And our local 
businesses have the same obligation as they reopen to make sure their employees and their customers are safe from 
this virus.  
 



   
 

   
 

Our City is home to thousands of essential workers who have not been able to stay home during this pandemic. Many 
had to make agonizing choices between protecting their health and losing their jobs. That includes our Public Health, 
Police, and Fire personnel, but also those workers who stock shelves and ring up your family's purchases at grocery 
stores, hardware stores, and pharmacies; the workers who deliver your take-out food, groceries, and packages to your 
front door; the workers who take care of your grandparents at nursing homes; and the workers who greet and assist you 
at your favorite local retailers. Racine has a proud history of innovation, made possible by our workers. It is more 
important than ever that all of us - our local businesses and all of us as individual residents and customers - do 
everything we can to protect our workers right now. All the Stay Safe Racine guidelines are as true today as yesterday. 
 
I am calling on our local employers to do everything they can to protect their workers and our community in the midst of 
this public health crisis. Their businesses are only as healthy as their own workforce. Local employers who have been 
open during this pandemic or who are opening back up now must take necessary steps to protect their employees and 
our entire community.  
 
Like many Racinians, I will be closely watching which businesses are protecting their employees and customers, and 
which ones are not. I will not hesitate to publicly acknowledge the good and the bad actors. And make no mistake, if the 
data shows us we are moving backwards, we will stop or back off of this reopening. If cases are traced to a business 
because of violations of this new order, we will publicly identify that business and we will shut that business down. 
 
The ability to begin opening up the economy on May 26th is NOT a declaration that the community is safe from COVID-
19. I can say this unequivocally: No one is completely safe, there are only things you can to mitigate your risk. Hasty and 
reckless actions can still kill people. 
 
Be smart and stay safe, Racine.” 
  
 
 


