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#3: Too Many Wisconsinites are Impacted by Addiction.  
Additional People, Funding, and Systems are Needed to Overcome Addiction  

WPHCA’s Top Ten Reasons to Support Medicaid Expansion 
  
Madison, WI – Wisconsin Health Centers have been at the forefront of providing substance use disorder 
(SUD) services to underserved Wisconsinites in the wake of the opioid crisis that has affected 
communities across state. They see firsthand the need for additional people, funding, and systems needed 
to combat addition. 
 
Health Centers provide comprehensive medical, dental and behavioral health services to over 314,000 
people in communities across the state who otherwise would not receive it. Today most of the the state’s 
Heroin, Opioid Prevention (HOPE) grantees are Health Centers, and in 2018 Health Center HOPE 
grantees provided care to 778 individuals.  Over half of Wisconsin Health Centers provide some form of 
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) and/or outpatient therapy/counseling for patients with SUD. 
 
Over the past few years, Wisconsin has demonstrated its bipartisan commitment to addressing the opioid 
epidemic. While progress has been made, issues related to access to care continue—not just for opioid-use 
related disorders but for other substances, including methamphetamine and alcohol. According to a 2018 
WI Commission on Substance Abuse Treatment Delivery, opioid-related hospitalizations are common 
throughout the state and opioid related deaths continue to increase. In 2017, 916 people died from opioid 
overdoses in Wisconsin. 
 
For low-income people fighting addiction, private health plans often prove too costly due to frequent out-
of-pocket expenses. Expanding eligibility for BadgerCare, Wisconsin’s Medicaid program, to 138% of the 
Federal Poverty Level would extend care much needed substance use disorder services to 82,000 
Wisconsinites. 
 
“Wisconsin has a track-record of coming together and finding bipartisan solutions to the opioid epidemic, 
and Health Centers continue to play a role in working with community partners to extend SUD services in 
underserved communities throughout the state,” says Stephanie Harrison, CEO of the Wisconsin Primary 
Health Care Association (WPHCA). “However, we are a long way from declaring victory.”  
 
Not only would expanding BadgerCare give more Wisconsinites access to comprehensive and affordable 
SUD services it would also draw down additional federal dollars allowing the state to invest in programs 
including a Wisconsin specific “hub and spoke” model to increase access to SUD treatment, increased 
funding for counties to provide crisis support services, and increased rates for psychiatrists and other 
behavioral health professionals. 

The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association and our Health Center members appreciate Governor 
Tony Evers’ and the Wisconsin Legislature’s strong commitment to public health. We respectfully request 
we take advantage of the opportunity that expanding BadgerCare presents to promote the health and well-
being of all Wisconsin communities, including expanding substance use disorder care. 
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