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Wisconsin Historical Society 

Receives Grant to Support 
Electronic Records Project 

Madison, Wis. – The Wisconsin Historical Society has been named one of four 

recipients to receive a grant from the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC) to support state government electronic 

records projects. The grant will support the Society’s 3-year project, which 
seeks to implement a sustainable electronic records workflow and transfer 

management system from state agencies to the Society. It will also create a 
more robust access system to provide Wisconsin residents easier access to 

electronic records being preserved by the State Archives. 
  

“When the NHPRC announced in 2014 they were starting a new State Government Electronic Records 
grant, we knew that we wanted to be in on the ground floor of this opportunity,” said Sarah Grimm, 

electronic records archivist, “The grant, which provides funds to projects seeking to accession, 
preserve and provide access to state electronic records of enduring value; fits directly with other 
projects we have been working on for the past several years.” 
  
As the permanent repository for state agency records that have completed their records lifecycle, the 

Society has been fulfilling this mandate since the 1940’s with paper records. The recent flood of digital 
records in state government, however, has required the incorporation of new technologies and 
methods to adapt to the electronic world. 
  
The Society is starting this process through a collaborative partnership with several state agencies; 
the Governor’s Office, the Department of Workforce Development and the Department of Natural 
Resources.  Through these initial partnerships, the teams will work on improving records management 

policies, and documenting the tools and processes used to identify and schedule electronic records 
transfers to the Society. It will also provide staff training in electronic records governance best 
practices.  

  
The policies and procedures that are developed in this preliminary phase will be tested later in the 
grant period with other state agencies.  The Society will also share its findings at national forums to 

provide a road-map for other states facing the same challenges. 
  
About Wisconsin Historical Society 
The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and most 
diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership 
organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, preserving and sharing 
stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of 

sites, programs and services. For more information, visit www.wisconsinhistory.org. 
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