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Molitor receives National Science Foundation fellowship 
 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — Hannah Molitor, from Sauk Prairie, Wisconsin, a recent 

graduate from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, who earned a bachelor’s 

degree in chemistry and environmental engineering, has received a graduate 

research fellowship through the National Science Foundation’s graduate 

research fellowship program. This program recognizes outstanding graduate 

students in NSF-supported disciplines who are pursuing research-based 

master’s and doctoral degrees at United States institutions. 

 

Of the 17,000 applications throughout the nation, only 2,000 were chosen. “I was 

thrilled to receive an NSF Fellowship because I knew that it was a long shot; it 

took a while for the news to sink in,” said Molitor. “I've had a lot of research 

experience for an undergraduate, and I try to stay active in outreach programs on 

campus, and get good grades but I had no idea how competitive I would be 

among the other applicants.” 

 

Molitor has been involved in both chemistry and environmental engineering 

research throughout her time at UW-Platteville. In just her second semester at 

the university, Molitor was involved in electrochemical sensors research, her first 

undergraduate research experience, which would continue on for a total of five 

semesters.“I worked to develop an electrochemical sensor that would replace 

less robust enzyme-dependent means that are used to detect lactic acid in 

millimolar concentrations,” said Molitor. “The sensor could be used to test food 

products for spoilage or detect lactic acid in blood as an early indicator of serious 

illness.” After completion, Molitor’s research was documented in a scientific study 

published in November 2012 in the “International Journal of Electrochemical 

Science.” 

 



 

 

 

Molitor also completed interdisciplinary research in 2014 at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison and again at Virginia Tech in 2015 as a Research 

Experience for Undergraduates fellow, and worked with Dr. Charles Cornett and 

Dr. Michael Penn at UW-Platteville to determine the quanity of heavy metals that 

leach from asphalt pavements amended with coal fly ash. “Because of all my 

undergraduate experiences, I’ve gotten research assistantship offers from most 

of the graduate schools that I applied to, but the NSF Fellowship gives me 

freedom to choose my research project,” said Molitor. “I'm a big believer in both 

taking advantage of my opportunities and creating my own.” 

 

As a freshman, Molitor received the Wisconsin Academic Excellence Scholarship 

and was also one of four students in 2011 to be a Chancellor’s Scholar. As a 

student at UW-Platteville, Molitor engaged in many community service and 

outreach events as a member of the Alchemist Club and has held counseling 

positions at two engineering camps at UW-Platteville. She was also a Peer 

Assisted Learning leader in Writing and Tutoring Services. 
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