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Updated Memo Shows Continued Pattern of Behavior from Republican 
Legislature: Attacking Local Control  

 
Madison – Earlier this week, Assistant Democratic Leader Katrina Shankland (D-Stevens Point) received an 
updated memo from the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau that summarizes 128 separate provisions passed 
by legislative Republicans and signed into law by Governor Walker that represent either an unfunded mandate on 
local units of government or a preemptive restriction on local decision-making. Representative Shankland released 
the following statement after reviewing the memo:  
 
"Governor Walker has signed into law 128 separate provisions that have either restricted the authority of local 
elected officials or represented an unfunded mandate on local governments since taking office. Of these 
provisions, 80 were pushed through the State Assembly without a single Assembly Democrat voting for the 
measure. Republicans repeatedly used their majority to tie the hands of local lawmakers or pass the buck onto 
them through an unfunded mandate. From restricting county shoreland zoning ordinances passed by county 
boards, to banning municipal governments from passing container ordinances that make sense for the well-being 
of their community, legislative Republicans repeatedly used their majority in a blatant government overreach. 
 
"What's more is the Republican legislature has certainly introduced even more restrictions on local control that 
fortunately never saw the full light of day. Think about the time and energy Republicans have put into restricting 
what your school boards can do, what your local town or county board can do, and what your local elected 
officials can do to move your community forward. 
 
"I've heard the Republican response to this memo, and frankly I'm not buying it. Yes, from time to time a 
statewide standard does make sense – like setting standards for hauling and towing large farm equipment. What 
doesn't make sense is the fervor with which the majority party seems to work to consolidate their power at the 
state level, especially in recent years. 
 
“Democrats across the state have made significant efforts to engage with local officials on complex legislative 
issues while working to respect the authority of the decision-makers that are closest to the people of Wisconsin. 
It’s time to respect and honor local control.” 
 
A copy of the memo can be found here.  
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http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/shankland/Documents/UpdatedLocalControlMemo.pdf

