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#2: Addressing Dental Concerns at a Dental Clinic is Better than Addressing Dental 
Concerns in an Emergency Department 

WPHCA’s Top Ten Reasons to Support Medicaid Expansion 
 

Madison, WI – Wisconsin Health Centers have been at the forefront of providing dental services to 
underserved Wisconsinites struggling to balance the high cost of housing, food, childcare, 
transportation and health care.  
 
Health Centers provide comprehensive medical, dental and behavioral health services to over 
314,000 people in communities across the state who otherwise would not receive it. In 2017, 
Wisconsin Health centers collectively provided dental services to over 160,000 Wisconsinites, a 
number that has tripled in the last decade as Health Centers have worked to meet the dental care 
needs for low-income Wisconsinites. Health Center Seal-a-Smile programs have provided services in 
221 schools to over 6,000 children.  
 
Expanding eligibility for BadgerCare, Wisconsin’s Medicaid program, to 138% of the Federal 
Poverty Level would extend care much needed oral health care to 82,000 Wisconsinites, because 
Marketplace plans do not cover dental services. 
 
“Health Centers have first-hand experience providing dental care to patients throughout the state,” 
says Stephanie Harrison, CEO of the Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association (WPHCA), “and 
they see the difference that access to dental care makes on their patient’s overall health and well-
being.”  
 
Access to oral health services continues to be an important need in Wisconsin. In 2015, the 
Wisconsin Hospital Association reported that hospitals saw over 41,000 emergency room visits for 
which a preventable dental condition was the primary or secondary diagnosis. ER visits are costly, 
and patients would be better served in a dental office where they would get appropriate care and 
increase the likelihood of continuity of care. 
 
The expansion of BadgerCare would also bring in additional needed federal dollars to help support 
programs that would increase access to oral health services including: increasing payments and 
implementing incentive programs to certain providers, licensing dental therapists, and increases 
funding for Seal-a-Smile to serve more children. 

The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association and our Health Center members appreciate 
Governor Tony Evers’ and the Wisconsin Legislature’s strong commitment to oral health care. We 
respectfully request we take advantage of the opportunity that expanding BadgerCare presents to 
promote the health and well-being of all Wisconsin communities, and getting dental care in a more 
appropriate setting.  
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