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Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department of Wisconsin Calls Upon 
Milwaukee’s Fire and Police Commission to Restore Longstanding Veteran 

Preference Points When Hiring 
 
Madison—The Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department of Wisconsin, is 
extremely surprised and disappointed that the Milwaukee Fire and Police Commission 
has voted to lower the hiring preference points awarded to veterans from ten points to 
three. 
 
What the MOPH finds especially alarming is the fact that the Commission chose to 
maintain five hiring preference points for new applicants (whether veterans or non-
veterans) simply for residing in the city of Milwaukee. Awarding of preference points to 
veterans is a longstanding policy of all levels of government and was established to 
recognize a veteran’s service to their country and say thank you. The message sent loud 
and clear by the Milwaukee Fire and Police Commission’s recent action is “We 
appreciate your service but we appreciate non-veterans more if they reside within the city 
limits of Milwaukee”.  
 
“It is vitally important that the MOPH of Wisconsin stand up for or brothers and sisters 
on such an important issue as being afforded a helping hand when entering the job-force 
upon their re-integration in to the civilian world” says Department Commander and 
Vietnam veteran, Rodney Helgeson. He further adds, “I respectfully ask the Milwaukee 
Fire and Police Commission to revisit this vote and do the proper thing for our veterans”. 
 
Jason Johns, State Legislative Director for the MOPH of Wisconsin, and Iraq War 
veteran, states: “Many veterans return home and wish to serve in their communities by 
becoming members of the police force, fire department, first responders, etc. They have 
performed exceptionally in these roles due to their military training and passion for 
public service. The Commission needs to take a very close look at their decision and 
hopefully do the respectable thing by reversing it.” 
 
The Military Order of the Purple Heart was established in 1932, and Congressionally chartered 
in 1958. Its members consist of those who have been wounded in combat at the hand of the enemy 
and have been awarded the nation’s oldest military honor.  
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