
 

 

Representative Gordon Hintz Testimony on Assembly Bill 293  
Communicable Disease Control and Prevention Funding for Local Health Departments   

 
Local health departments, like mine in Winnebago County, are in the forefront of fighting communicable diseases 
like hepatitis C, sexually transmitted diseases, measles or tuberculosis.  The underfunding of communicable disease 
control and prevention stands in the way of the effectiveness of our health departments, and Wisconsin’s health as 
whole.  This is an important issue that I have been working closely with my Local Health Department on and 
encourage all the members of the Committee on Health to support.  
 

 Winnebago County Health Department (WCHD) received over 1400 communicable disease reports for 
follow-up in 2016. 

 Total expenditures in 2016 for communicable disease investigation, immunizations, and refugee health 
screenings totaled over $440,000 (over 10% of the health department’s total expenditures).   

 About 85% of communicable disease expenses at WCHD come from local levy and the rest are primarily 
federal funds passed through the state. 

 Staff are expected to be able to respond 24/7 as necessary to investigate highly contagious diseases, 
biological terrorism, naturally occurring outbreaks or other unusual occurrences of disease to control, 
identify source and prevent spread. 

 
Currently, the state does not have a stable funding source to support our health departments and protect the 
public from communicable and infectious diseases.  Due to poor funding, health departments are often short-
staffed and low on resources, creating delays in basic follow-ups, and case-reporting.  Health departments have 
little time to focus on sufficient and effective infectious disease prevention efforts.  Wisconsin ranks 41st in the 
country for state public funding for local health departments.  Our state health department invests only $15.10 
per capita, while the national average is $39.32 per capita.  It is unacceptable Wisconsin lags so far behind other 
states when it comes to investing in public health.  
 
Resources are necessary if county health departments are going to effectively conduct communicable disease 
surveillance, investigation, and prevention.  There are not enough resources available to deal or manage a food 
borne outbreak or tuberculosis outbreak, like the one that occurred in Sheboygan two years ago.  
 
Wisconsin especially has seen a rise in communicable diseases, such as tuberculosis, influenza, pertussis and 
pneumonia.  The Department of Health Services recently reported a 450% increase in acute hepatitis C cases 
from 2011 to 2015, mostly attributed to drug use and the opioid epidemic.  Now more than ever we need to invest 
in communicable disease control and prevention.   
 
This bill invests $5 million over the 2017-2019 biennium to assist local health departments for communicable 
disease control and prevention.  This bill is a step in the right direction in supporting our local health departments.  
This will allow local health departments to expand disease screening, improve staff training, and raise awareness, 
resulting in a significant increasing in our state’s general health.  Although this bill is only the start to solving a rising 
epidemic, investing in communicable disease control and prevention one of the most important ways to keep 
Wisconsin healthy and thriving.  After working with the Winnebago County Health Director and on this bill I urge 
members of the committee to support Assembly Bill 293.  


