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Rep. Quinn Congratulates Area Schools on Fab Lab Grants 
 

Madison – Representative Romaine Quinn (R-Rice Lake) Quinn said he is “very proud” to see the 

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) announce that three of the first recipients of 

the Fabrication Laboratories (Fab Labs) Grant Program would be schools in the 75th Assembly District. 

  

Grant money will be going to three local school districts: the School District of Turtle Lake, the Rice 

Lake Area School District, and the School District of Birchwood. The program was created in the 

2015-17 biennial budget at the urging of Rep. Mary Czaja (R-Irma) and made $500,000 available to 

school districts across the state. 

  

Fab Labs are classroom facilities located on a school campus where students and members of the 

community can learn hands-on skills related to jobs in STEM fields (science, technology, engineering, 

and math). Tools in the Fab Lab can include items such as a 3D printer, a mini-mill, router, plasma 

cutter, or a laser-engraver. The idea and curriculum began in 2001 at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) and has since grown to more than 500 locations around the world. As part of the 

process, students also receive training in project management, cost accounting, and other managerial 

skills to prepare them for the future workforce. 

  

“Seeing grants like this come into the district is a very important step in making sure our students have 

the opportunity to get meaningful, first-person experience with cutting-edge technology,” said Rep. 

Quinn. “Through the Rural Wisconsin Initiative, I have expanded grant programs to bring teachers to 

rural schools and cleared the path for communities to bring in broadband projects. We have 

successfully begun to focus the conversation on the needs of rural Wisconsinites, and I will continue to 

fight for these issues next year. These Fab Lab grants are another way to bring educational access to 

our area, and I’m very proud of the schools that earned them.” 

  

WEDC received 90 applications representing over $2 million in funding requests.  All applications 

were competitively evaluated based on criteria that included evidence of long-range of planning, 

curriculum, partnerships, and financial need. The review committee consisted of experts from the 

Department of Public Instruction, the Wisconsin Technical College System, and UW-Stout along with 

two WEDC team members. 

  

Wisconsin’s first K-12 Fab Lab was opened by the Three Lakes School District in September 2014. 

The School District of Florence Fab Lab opened in September 2015 and was followed by an additional 

six districts. The new grants will bring Wisconsin’s number of Fab Labs to 33, the highest in the nation. 
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