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Shareholders call on MGE for details in net zero goal  
 
Madison, Wis. -- Madison Gas & Electric (MGE) held its annual meeting this week announcing a goal 
of net zero carbon emissions by 2050.   MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy, a grassroots group of 
local shareholders that has been urging the company to develop a 100% renewable energy plan, said 
the goal is a refreshing step forward but that the company must also produce a plan to eliminate its 
dependence on coal and other fossil fuels.  
 
MGE cited the 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report in explaining the 
need for the new goal. The IPCC report calls for 45% reductions in carbon emissions (from 2010 
levels) by 2030 and net zero by 2050.  An important distinction to make regarding a renewable versus 
net zero goal is that net zero can include the burning of fossil fuels with carbon offset or capture; 
whereas renewable uses no fossil fuels.  
 
“We know the efforts by many in our community have pushed MGE to make this new announcement,” 
says Don Wichert, co-coordinator of MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy. “It's also important MGE 
acknowledged that its Energy 2030 goals are inadequate in light of the IPCC Report. What is of 
concern to MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy is the lack of an updated 2030 emissions reduction 
goal and a plan for how net zero emissions will be achieved, especially given how heavily invested 
MGE is in fossil fuels.” 
 
“Will they meet the IPCC 2030 emission goals?  Will they shut down their coal plants?,” questioned 
Beth Esser, MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy co-coordinator.  “The presentation at the annual 
meeting was slick but once again lacked enough details to know if MGE will do what it needs to do not 
only for climate change but for the health of our communities, given the effects of coal acquisition and 
burning.  Coal continues to be a financial risk for shareholders.” 
 
Local communities, school districts and Governor Evers are working towards 100% renewable energy 
goals. MGE Shareholders have called for a  community vote  asking MGE to produce a public road 
map that eliminates coal and moves to 100% renewable energy.  MGE CEO, Jeff Keebler, continued 
to deny a need for this public report stating that it will take a variety of means to get to net zero by 
2050 and, although renewable energy is important, it’s not the only way.  “What Keebler failed to 
mention is how the company will eliminate coal, an important piece of the public report we requested,” 
emphasized Don Ferber, shareholder.  “If MGE is stating that they will pursue the lesser goal of net 
zero emissions by 2050, rather than achieve 100% renewable energy,   a public report could address 
any constraints on getting to 100% renewables.  Yes, technology is evolving with uncertainties that 

http://bit.ly/mgevote


require estimates, but then why not do the analysis and create a report that will shed more light on 
this? MGE needs to meet the requisite goals. Everyone's future is at stake." 
 
Over 900 individuals and a number of local organizations have already registered their support for the 
public report, including 350 Madison Climate Action Team, Sierra Club and Midwest Environmental 
Advocates. SCE will share the vote results with MGE and the larger community when the poll closes 
at the end of the month. Vote now at  http://bit.ly/mgevote 
 

###  
MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy formed in 2014 due to concerns over MGE’s heavy reliance on 
fossil fuels and increased customer fixed fees.  We believe MGE should be a national leader in clean 
energy, which is good for the environment and our investment.  For more information, see 
mgeshareholders.com  or find us on Facebook:  MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy 
 
 

http://bit.ly/mgevote
http://mgeshareholders.com/
http://mgeshareholders.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MGE-Shareholders-for-Clean-Energy-450276831815182/
https://www.facebook.com/MGE-Shareholders-for-Clean-Energy-450276831815182/

