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AN ACT to repeal 20.395 (1) (ar), 20.395 (1) (at), 59.605 (4) (b), 83.42 (8), 85.31,

86.30 (1), (2) and (9), 86.302 and 86.303; to renumber and amend 73.10 (3);

to amend 20.395 (1) (as), 66.0235 (5), 83.01 (6), 84.30 (5r) (c), 86.30 (11) (a)

(intro.), 86.30 (11) (b), 86.315 (1) and 86.33; and to create 73.10 (3) (a) to (d) and

86.30 (1m), (2m), (3) and (4) of the statutes; relating to: general transportation

aids block grants.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Transportation administers a general
transportation aids program that makes transportation aid payments to counties
based on a share–of–costs formula, and to municipalities based on the greater of a
share–of–costs formula or an aid rate per mile.  This bill eliminates this existing
general transportation aids entitlement program and replaces it with a general
transportation aids block grant program.  Under the block grant program, DOT
divides the state into 11 grant districts, with each district substantially equal in
population and, in general, consisting of contiguous whole counties.  Annually, DOT
calculates the amount of block grant moneys available for each district.  The
calculation is made by dividing the population of each district by the total population
of the state and multiplying the result by the total amount available for block grants
in that year. The district board then 1) establishes criteria for evaluating
applications for block grants, 2) receives and reviews applications for block grants,
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and 3) approves block grants, which are paid by DOT, to counties and municipalities
located within the district.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  20.395 (1) (ar) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 2.  20.395 (1) (as) of the statutes is amended to read:

20.395 (1) (as)  Transportation aids to counties grants, state funds.  The

amounts in the schedule for the general transportation aids to counties grants

program under s. 86.30.

SECTION 3.  20.395 (1) (at) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 4.  59.605 (4) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 5.  66.0235 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0235 (5)  APPORTIONMENT BOARD.  The boards or councils of the local

governmental units, or committees selected for that purpose, acting together,

constitute an apportionment board.  When a local governmental unit is dissolved

because all of its territory is transferred the board or council of the local

governmental unit existing at the time of dissolution shall, for the purpose of this

section, continue to exist as the governing body of the local governmental unit until

there has been an apportionment of assets by agreement of the interested local

governmental units or by an order of the circuit court.  After an agreement for

apportionment of assets has been entered into between the interested local

governmental units, or an order of the circuit court becomes final, a copy of the

apportionment agreement, or of the order, certified to by the clerks of the interested

local governmental units, shall be filed with the department of revenue, the
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department of natural resources, the department of transportation, the state

superintendent of public instruction, the department of administration, and with

any other department or agency of the state from which the town may be entitled by

law to receive funds or certifications or orders relating to the distribution or

disbursement of funds, with the county treasurer, with the treasurer of any local

governmental unit, or with any other entity from which payment would have become

due if the dissolved local governmental unit had continued in existence.  Subject to

ss. s. 79.006 and 86.303 (4), payments of forest crop taxes under s. 77.05, of

transportation aids under s. 20.395, of state aids for school purposes under ch. 121,

payments for managed forest land under subch. VI of ch. 77 and all payments due

from a department or agency of the state, from a county, from a local governmental

unit, or from any other entity from which payments would have become due if the

dissolved local governmental unit had continued in existence, shall be paid to the

interested local governmental unit as provided by the agreement for apportionment

of assets or by any order of apportionment by the circuit court and the payments have

the same force and effect as if made to the dissolved local governmental unit.

SECTION 6.  73.10 (3) of the statutes is renumbered 73.10 (3) (intro.) and

amended to read:

73.10 (3) (intro.)  The department may inspect and examine or cause an

inspection and examination of the records of any town, city, village, county, or other

public officer whenever such officer fails or neglects to return properly the

information required by under sub. (2) within the time specified under s. 86.303 (5)

(c), (d) or (g). by the following dates:

SECTION 7.  73.10 (3) (a) to (d) of the statutes are created to read:
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73.10 (3) (a)  March 31, for an officer of a municipality having a population of

2,500 or less, except that the department may grant an extension to return the

information required under sub. (2) by May 15.

(b)  May 1, for an officer of a municipality or county having a population of more

than 2,500, but less than 25,000, except that the department may grant an extension

to return the information required under sub. (2) by May 15.

(c)  July 31, for an officer of a municipality or county having a population of

25,000 or more.

(d)  May 1, for an officer not described under par. (a), (b), or (c), except that the

department may grant an extension to return the information required under sub.

(2) by May 15.

SECTION 8.  83.01 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:

83.01 (6)  PAYMENT OF SALARIES.  The salaries, expenses of maintaining an office

and the necessary traveling expenses of the county highway commissioner,

assistants and special highway patrolmen in counties having such patrolmen may

be paid monthly out of the general fund after being audited and approved by the

county highway committee.  All such expenditures out of the general fund shall be

reimbursed out of moneys received under s. 86.30.

SECTION 9.  83.42 (8) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 10.  84.30 (5r) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

84.30 (5r) (c)  If in connection with a highway project of the department the

department proposes the realignment of a sign that does not conform to a local

ordinance, the department shall notify the governing body of the municipality or

county where the sign is located and which adopted the ordinance of the sign's

proposed realignment.  Upon receiving this notice, the governing body may petition
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the department to acquire the sign and any real property interest of the sign owner.

If the department succeeds in condemning the sign, the governing body that made

the petition to the department shall pay to the department an amount equal to the

condemnation award, less relocation costs for the sign that would have been paid by

the department if the sign had been realigned rather than condemned.

Notwithstanding s. 86.30 (2) (a) 1. and (b) 1., 1g., and 1r., if the governing body fails

to pay this amount, the department may reduce the municipality's or county's

general transportation aid payment under s. 86.30 by an equal amount.

SECTION 11.  85.31 of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 12.  86.30 (1), (2) and (9) of the statutes are repealed.

SECTION 13.  86.30 (1m), (2m), (3) and (4) of the statutes are created to read:

86.30 (1m)  DEFINITIONS.  In this section:

(a)  “District” means a general transportation aids block grant district created

under sub. (2m) (a).

(b)  “Political subdivision” means a city, village, town, or county.

(2m)  DISTRICTS.  (a) 1.  The department shall divide the state into 11 general

transportation aids block grant districts, with each district substantially equal in

population and, except as provided in subd. 2., consisting of contiguous whole

counties.

2.  If the population of a county is greater than one-eleventh of the population

of the state, the department may divide the county among more than one district.

If the department divides a county under this subdivision, the department shall

attempt to establish district boundaries along major transportation corridors.

(b) 1.  Each district created under par. (a) is governed by a board consisting of

the following members appointed by the governor for staggered 3-year terms:
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a.  Three members who are county board members of counties located within

the district.

b.  Two members who are alderpersons of cities located within the district.

c.  Two members who are trustees of villages located within the district.

d.  Two members who are town board members of towns located within the

district.

2.  In appointing the members under subd. 1., the governor shall select from a

list of recommendations made by the governing bodies of political subdivisions

located within the district.

(3)  GRANTS.  (a)  Annually, the department shall calculate the amount of general

transportation aids block grant moneys available for each district board to award

and inform the district board of that amount.  The calculation shall be made by

dividing the population of each district by the total population of the state and

multiplying the result by the total amount available for general transportation aids

block grants in that year.

(b)  The district board shall have the following powers:

1.  To establish criteria for evaluating applications for general transportation

aids block grants.  In establishing these criteria, the district board shall give priority

to projects that provide the greatest public benefit and economic impact to the

district.  The district board may establish criteria that have the effect of encouraging

intergovernmental communication and cooperation.

2.  To receive and review applications for general transportation aids block

grants from political subdivisions located within the district and to prescribe the

form, nature, and extent of the information that shall be contained in the

applications.
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3.  To approve general transportation aids block grants to political subdivisions

located within the district.  The district board shall make grant approvals for the

succeeding year no later than July 31.  Amounts approved in a year by the district

board may not exceed the available amount for that year reported to the board under

par. (a) less the amount reimbursed under sub. (4) (b).

(c)  The department shall distribute to the grantee from the appropriation

under s. 20.395 (1) (as) the amount of each grant approved under par. (b) 3.

(4)  ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.  (a)  A district board shall meet at least 3 times

each year.

(b)  The county with the largest population within each district shall provide

administrative support to the district board.  Costs incurred by a county under this

paragraph shall be reimbursed by the department from the appropriation under s.

20.395 (1) (as).

SECTION 14.  86.30 (11) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

86.30 (11) (a) (intro.)  Notwithstanding sub. (2) (3) (c), the department may not

pay state aid distribute a grant under this section to a municipality or county unless

the municipality or county does all of the following:

SECTION 15.  86.30 (11) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

86.30 (11) (b)  If a municipality or county does not meet the requirements under

par. (a) at the time that aid a grant should be paid distributed under this section, the

aid payment grant may be forfeited.

SECTION 16.  86.302 of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 17.  86.303 of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 18.  86.315 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
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86.315 (1)  From the appropriation under s. 20.395 (1) (fu), the department

shall annually, on March 10, pay to counties having county forests established under

ch. 28, for the improvement of public roads within the county forests which that are

open and used for travel and which that are not state or county trunk highways or

town roads and for which no aids are paid under s. 86.30, the amount of $336 per mile

of road designated in the comprehensive county forest land use plan as approved by

the county board and the department of natural resources.  If the amount

appropriated under s. 20.395 (1) (fu) is insufficient to make the payments required

under this subsection, the department shall prorate the amount appropriated in the

manner it considers desirable.

SECTION 19.  86.33 of the statutes is amended to read:

86.33  Population estimates.  Population determination for the purpose of

calculating aids under ss. 86.30 and s. 86.32 shall be based on the final population

estimates arrived at by the department of administration under s. 16.96 as of

November 30 of the preceding year.

(END)
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