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Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship Celebrates “Ted Kanavas Day,” 

Announces Inaugural Scholarship Recipient  
Catholic Memorial High School Senior Will Crain Awarded $3,000 Scholarship 

 
 
BROOKFIELD, Wis. – On Sunday, April 29, family, friends, and former staff members of the late State 
Senator Ted Kanavas gathered at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church to celebrate “Ted Kanavas 
Day,” and to award the first Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship. Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, 
Brookfield Mayor Steven Ponto, and Waukesha County Executive Paul Farrow officially proclaimed April 
29, Ted’s birthday, “Ted Kanavas Day.” At this year’s celebration, the Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship 
Selection Committee announced its decision to award a $3,000 scholarship to Catholic Memorial High 
School Senior Will Crain. 
 
“I am delighted to celebrate Ted’s legacy through the Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship and cannot 
think of a more fitting recipient than Will Crain,” said Mary Kanavas, wife of the late State Senator. “The 
scholarship selection committee was impressed with all of the more than 60 highly qualified and 
accomplished students who applied. However, when I read Will Crain’s essay and what his teacher and 
volunteer supervisor had to say about him, it became clear that Will was the exact candidate we were 
looking for. We believe he will make a positive contribution to our society, just as Ted did.”  
 
Will Crain is an Oconomowoc resident and Catholic Memorial High School senior who will be starting his 
freshman year of college in the Nursing program at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities this Fall. In 
addition to being a National Honor Society member and part of the Theater program, Crain served on 
Student Council, most recently as Vice President, and was part of the Catholic Memorial Boys Cross 
Country Team. Crain also volunteered hundreds of hours for various nonprofit organizations, and is the 
Founder/President of the St. Vincent de Paul Youth Group at St. Jerome Church. In spite of his busy 
schedule, he excelled academically, earning a 4.1491 grade point average in his International 
Baccalaureate classes. 
 
“Will willingly and assertively takes on the challenge of leadership, not backing away from situations or 
conversations that most young people avoid; yet, at the same time, is a person his peers admire and 
respect, and truly enjoy being with,” wrote Colleen Valley, former Director of Youth Ministry at St. Jerome 
Parish, in her letter of recommendation. “Attributing to this is the fact that he also values the importance of 
building individual relationships – trust, loyalty, faith and friendship are innate values to Will and he lives 
them out in his daily life, whether in the classroom, at work or helping a complete stranger.” 
 
To learn more about the Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship, please contact Shelley Michalski at the 
Waukesha County Community Foundation: 262.513.1861 or smichalski@waukeshafoundation.org. 


